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Hello/Goodbye and staff changes. 

Welcome to Mrs Mackay who has started in Breakfast club this week and also to Miss McLennan, who will join us 

for a day every two weeks as a Government funded Covid Recovery teacher for a few months. We hope both of 

them will be very happy here at Avoch. 

Our vision is what we are all about and underpins everything we strive to do 

at Avoch.  

Our vision is to work in partnerships to nurture every pupil of 

Avoch Primary School and nursery to be Happy, Healthy and 

Achieving, now and in their future lives. 
 

Nov/Dec 

Newsletter 3 

 

Tartan Day Monday 30th November 

Pupils and staff are invited to wear tartan on St Andrew’s day. It is NOT a casual day,  

so it is only a bit of tartan or school uniform. NO Scotland football strips please. 

 

 

Pupil values (decided by the pupils themselves) 

Hardworking            Honest           Respectful             Kind 

 

 

  

Emergency closure forms 

In the event of the school closing during the day 

These have now been collated  

so if you have not been able  

to return these or have ticked 

 both choice boxes, you will be 

 required to collect your child 

 from school. Thank you 

 

COVID UPDATE 

As a school, we continue to work very hard to keep your child as safe as possible whilst they are at school. There 

may be occasions when you don’t agree with decisions taken, but please bear in mind that every decision has to be 

thought through and the potential impact on others considered. Each school cannot really be compared to other 

schools as many factors have a bearing on these decisions. There are several schools in Highland who are dealing 

with cases, and minor changes we make have the potential to allow it into Avoch school. Therefore, I ask that you 

are patient over the next while. Thank you.  

Appointments- Therefore, taking everything into account and following advice from NHS parents, I have decided to 

continue with the safety measure of no school after an appointment. Thank you for your continued support in all 

Covid safety matters. 

 

 

Parents’ Nights   Whilst most of you managed to have a successful online parent meeting this year, we are sorry 

that for some of you it was less so. As you know we are a trial school for this new system and it certainly had 

some teething issues. There was also the inconvenience of the school IT provider shutting down all computers for 

updates in the middle of it!  However, it did allow Parents evenings to happen at Avoch . 

If you were one of the ones who had connectivity issues, please contact the  

school, and we will arrange a phone call from the class teacher to give you an 

 update. 

 

 

Meet Bruce our 

new therapy 

dog. He joins 

Murphy our 

lovely 3 legged 

collie. 

mailto:avoch.primary@highland.gov.uk
http://www.avochschool.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Avoch-Primary-School-878959445555012
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.pinimg.com/originals/f6/1a/31/f61a31a85d13b45ee92d2d546ff49592.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/478507529138068423/&docid=62AdSBvG2V81sM&tbnid=lPHrCCF-raLyJM:&vet=1&w=927&h=1200&safe=active&bih=908&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwjmiIrH6vXlAhWOx4UKHQ2MBJsQxiAoAHoECAEQFw&iact=c&ictx=1
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Christmas Jumper day-  

Friday 11th December - All pupils & staff are 

invited to wear their Christmas jumper to school 

or a Santa hat/antlers/tinsel etc to school. 

 

Christmas Carols 

We are still not permitted to sing in schools (inside and 

outside) so as British Sign Language is taught at Avoch, we will 

endeavour for each class to ‘sign’ a carol and this will be 

filmed and posted on the school website. For those who have 

not given permission for the website, your child will still be 

included in learning the song and performing (but will be out of 

shot in the film) 

The alternative Christmas Fayre 

All classes, including the nursery, have  

been planning and making items for  

this under the banner of Enterprise. You  

should by now have received the Christmas  

catalogue via your child’s school bag. 

Final dates to receive orders is 11th December as it’s a ‘made 

to order’ service this year. Sorry, no N-P3 towels left. 

 In addition, the parent council is running a raffle. Thanks for 

everyone who has contributed to this already. 

Please remember, there is absolutely no obligation to 

purchase anything, 

Plastic bag- please can you put a plastic carrier bag in your 

child’s bag to bring home your purchases. 

 

 

Christmas Tree-Thank you to Donna & James Anderson who are once again kindly 

 donating a tree for both the school and nursery – much appreciated.  

 

  

   

Parties  All parties are on Friday 18th December in the 

afternoon. They will take place in each classroom so that the 

children can remain in their bubble. They will however have a 

video link to another class. 

Changing- please can your child bring their party clothes in a 

bag. There will be an opportunity to change prior to their 

party.  

Food- food will be supplied by the school. They will be offered 

a packet of crisps and a sealed sweetie. There won’t be any 

sharing of food between children. 

There won’t be ceilidh dancing this year. 

NURSERY- there will be a party of morning session and one for 

the afternoon session so please just send them already 

changed. They wont be outdoors on that day. 

 

The Alternative Senior Citizens Afternoon tea. 

Sadly, we will not be able to invite our senior 

citizens into the school. However, we plan to take 

Covid safe ‘afternoon tea’ to them, courtesy of 

the staff with help from the pupils.  

 

Once again we ask you to nominate a senior 

citizen that you know in the community. They can 

be a relative or a neighbour.  

 

Please can you complete 

and send in the slip at 

the end of the 

newsletter asap so that 

we can plan our numbers. 

 

 

Christmas lunch 

This will be over two days- P1-3 on Thursday 10th 

December and P4-7 will be on Friday 11th 

December. (note change of date for P4C) 

All Christmas dinners have already been booked 

and the food ordered now so I’m sorry but if 

you didn’t return a slip, your child will be 

required to bring in a packed lunch on both 

days. On the slip, there was also the option to 

book a school packed lunch and we have noted 

numbers for this. Any payments due should be 

paid for by Monday 7th December. 

 

 

Christmas cards   I am sorry but we won’t be able to have 

our usual communal post box this year so we kindly ask that 

Christmas cards are not brought to school.  

Christmas Assembly  

A short traditional Christmas assembly is being held on 

Thursday 10th December, led by Father Mel. It will be a live 

but online assembly so it will be for the children and staff 

only. 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for the diary  

November 

30th St Andrews day- can wear tartan 

December  

1st police online talk re road safety 

7th Christmas online Elf for P1-3 

8th outdoor ‘Stone age’ survival day for P6 and P7 

10th Christmas online assembly 

10th Christmas school dinner (places already booked) 

for p1-3 

11th Christmas school dinner for P4-7  

11th  Christmas jumper day 

11th  Last day for Christmas fayre orders 

18th Christmas parties N-P7 

18th Last day for sending out fair orders 

TUESDAY - last day before holidays (full day) 

23rd – School closed for Christmas  

January 2021  

Wed 6th Back to school  

Wed 6th New nursery extension begins until June 

11th Online Kodaly music lessons for P3/2 and p3 

classes- 4 weeks 

11th Student teacher begins P1M – 4 weeks 

12th Online Feis Rois music lessons for P5 for 8 weeks 

21st Parent Council meeting  

29th Casual day  

February  

8th Safer internet week 

15th & 16th  Holiday 

17th  INSERVICE (closed to pupils)  

   

 

CLEAN AIR SCHOOL 

The children are quite rightly very proud of having 

been awarded 2 ECO flags. This took years of work 

reducing the carbon footprint of the school.  

A group of children have raised a worry about air 

pollution and the damage to their own health and to 

the planet. 

They have asked me to politely  

To ask all parents to PLEASE 

 switch off car engines whilst 

 near the school. 

Thank you. 

Dolphin breakfast and After school club.  

Our breakfast club runs from 8.10am until  

9.10am and our after school club is on until 

 5.55pm. If you would like a place for your  

child, please let the school office know. 

MAJOR CONTRUCTION WORK 

The school is getting a new extension to house 

a larger nursery and an additional classroom. 

The build begins in January. 

 

This will of course cause disruption and reduce 

our playground during building works which will 

go on until June. I am confident that the 

company Morgan Sindall will work well with the 

school to minimise the disruption. 

 

The main issue will be the car park. The 

builders will need to use almost all of it.  

This means that the car park will only be in use 

for parents for dropping children off from the 

drop off zone. There will be no space to park 

your car so please try and use this or if your 

child has a space on the bus, please use it. 

Alternatively, please park elsewhere and walk. 

Please contact the school if you have a child 

who is unsafe to walk because of a high level of 

additional needs and I will see if we can help. 

 

Current nursery children- we are working on 

arrangements for your child and will let you 

know as soon as we know. 
 

 

 

WELLIES  V   Playground 

We need to spread the children out a bit more in 

the playground as the tarmac is too small.  

Therefore, from today, all children will be 

permitted onto their grass area at break and lunch 

time only if- 

1. They are wearing wellies 

2. If they can behave themselves 

 

Behaviour Inappropriate behaviour in the playground 

from a few of our pupils is causing others to be 

upset or hurt. We have tried to sort things out but 

are now needing to take more measures, as per the 

school policy. 

 

Please could you speak to your child  

now and regularly about what is  

appropriate behaviour outside. We  

are looking for more consideration  

for others.  

Thank you for your support.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any concerns regarding your child’s education or well -being, please contact the class teacher in the 

first instance using the home/school diary. If you need to speak to the teacher directly, please phone to make an 

appointment. The teacher is unable to speak with you after 9am and before 3.10pm as she/he will have a class in 

their care. 

If the matter is more pressing and you wish to speak with Miss Clark (Depute Teacher), Miss Patience (Principal 

Teacher) or to myself, please phone the office to make an appointment, 

Regards   Mrs L Sim (Head Teacher)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Achievement~ ‘Achievement is a success you are proud of- you have tried your best and not given up’ definition 

written by pupil council       The following is just a small selection of the pupil achievements 

Golden pencil awards for handwriting Lachlan Drummond, Jamie Lambie, Amber Greenwood and Eilidh McMillan.  

Super star writers for story writing Kirsten Hughes, Isobel Bennet, James Weaver, Alisa Kelly, Joanna Hughes, 

Jamie Lambie, Austin Grant, Eloise Robertson, Aaron Reid, Denis Fyfe and Ethan Hoult.  

Perfect Punctuation People – Lawrie Callander, Alex Edmonds, Tom Edgar, Demi Macdonald, Harrison Mitchell, Jude 

Dingwall, Ellie Keanie, Chloe Munro, Maisie Milne, Aaron Ferrier, Shay Hammock.  

~Magic maths people- Cole Paterson, Salvador Fraser, Jack Keith, Nicole Kazlauskaite, Cody Young, Calvin Stewart, 

Imogen Tonkin, Harry Cameron, Iona Lambie, Saffron Barton, Dylan Hallam.  

Spelling- well done to everyone who recently achieved their next spelling award 

Kindness award- Robyn Smith, Ben Vaughan, Hanna Blackburn, Euan Grant, Cole Paterson, Kellen Stewart, Alex 

Harrison, Ava Grant, Ruairidh Bremner, Emily Hubbard, Rhona Rankine, Lily Maclean, Euan Stuart, Diana Lloyd, Emily 

Pond, Helena Beighley, Emily Baillot,  

Star class of the week - P4C    Fruity Friday class -P4Y            

House points so far- Walnut 559,  Aspen 506, Beech 606, Elm 597 

BBC - well done to P6 class who worked with the BBC on their Bite Size productions. Two pupils, have been chosen to 

do voices overs - Christopher du Preez and Bea MacRae 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas holidays Schools closes at 3.10pm on Tuesday 22nd December and re-opens to both staff and pupils on 

WEDNESDAY 6th January 2021. 

 

Huge congratulations…. 

………to Miss Christie who is 

expecting twins in early Spring. We 

wish her all the very best for two 

safe arrivals. Her maternity post is 

currently advertised with a February 

start date pencilled in. 

Homework 

We plan to re-start homework by the 

end of January. It will help you see 

what your child is currently learning, 

but we will still need to take a 

measured approach to it so that we 

don’t cause any further pressure. 

The Happy Child 

 

Great parenting app you 

might like 

https://hipapp.page.link/X

ktS  

 

                Children (Equal Protection from Assault) (Scotland) Act 2019: Changes to Legislation 

For your information from Scottish Government   

“As you will be aware, the Children (Equal Protection from Assault) (Scotland) Act 2019 will remove the 

“reasonable chastisement” defence from 7 November 2020. This means that all forms of physical punishment of 

children will be against the law in Scotland, and children will have with the same legal protection from assault as 

adults. The Act does not introduce a new offence. It removes a defence to the existing offence of assault. 

This change in the law will apply to acts of physical punishment or physical discipline carried out after 7 November 

2020.  “ 

Information and advice is also available for both parents and children from the Scottish 

Government (attached) and Parent Club.  
 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhipapp.page.link%2FXktS&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb9dbaf54b99a4de4b2b708d86b6afcbd%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C1%7C637377454550785627&sdata=hGuu0CcYJAjpCc1a%2B2t0i%2FiMM3PDilMy6H%2FQKGB3fu4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhipapp.page.link%2FXktS&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb9dbaf54b99a4de4b2b708d86b6afcbd%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C1%7C637377454550785627&sdata=hGuu0CcYJAjpCc1a%2B2t0i%2FiMM3PDilMy6H%2FQKGB3fu4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parentclub.scot%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C80297f55ab80473e801108d88d352c1b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637414607018602742%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ZXQc4eRpgOqvuWb%2Bp95Dn4l4AjzoBSBSJe5mCT2Pu4U%3D&reserved=0


Parent Council Corner. Our Christmas Raffle is bigger and better than ever 

this year! Check out our Facebook page for details of our wonderful prizes! Tickets cost 

£1 each and you should have received tickets via school bags (please return these if you 

do not want them so we can redistribute them). Why not get some extra tickets - 

available at Avoch Fisherman’s Co-op, Rosemarkie Beach Café and Cromarty Bakery in 

Fortrose. You can also email us, message us on Facebook or contact a member of the 

committee direct. The raffle closes on 9th December and will be drawn on 11th Dec. Good luck everyone! 

We have launched our winter clothing stock over at Unicycle! We also have a good stock of uniform. Check 

out what’s available on the Facebook page (Avoch Primary Uniform Recycling). We are holding a Unicycle 

‘pop up’ stall at the Rosemarkie Beach Café on Sunday 29th November 11am-3pm. Please come along and 

pick up anything you need for FREE. Please adhere to social distancing and use the sanitiser provided. We 

are gearing up again to run Bikeability for our P6s in Spring next year - but we need your help! Bikeability 

is designed to give children the skills and confidence to ride safely on the roads.  If you enjoy cycling and 

would like to volunteer please get in touch! Training is not required but we are able to send you on a free 

training course if this is something you’d like to do. And finally, don’t forget about our lottery – you can 

join anytime. Tickets cost just £1 with a weekly draw and a chance to win a £25,000 jackpot! It’s open to 

parents/carers as well as family, friends and the wider community - so spread the word. All profits go to 

the school. To support us, go to ‘Your School Lottery’ and search for Avoch Primary School or visit 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/avoch-primary-school to buy tickets! Our next 

meeting is at 7pm on 9th Dec (via Google Meets) and is open to all. Please send in any issues you’d like to 

discuss and/or come along and meet us! Remember, you can join the Parent Council anytime or just get in 

touch with suggestions, queries or problems at avochprimarypc@gmail.com or via our Facebook page – 

Avoch Primary Parent Council - where you can find out more about us! 

 

 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

  

NOMINATIONS FOR THE ‘ALTERNATIVE SENIOR CITIZENS AFTERNOON TEA’ 
                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of person being nominated   (Mr, Mrs, Miss) ………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

Name of child nominating this person ……………………………………………………. Class ………………………. 

 

 

Signed by parent ………………………………………………………………………….  Date …………………………… 

 

  

Please tear off and send back to school by Friday 11th December. Thank you. 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/avoch-primary-school
mailto:avochprimarypc@gmail.com

