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Nursery update 

Do you have a child who will turn 3 during the 20-21 school year? If so, please make sure you enrol them online 

https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/878/schools/11/school_enrolment to ensure a place. You are entitled to 30 hours 

per week funded childcare and early learning. For those who have enrolled, please ensure that that your day/time 

preference form is returned to the school as soon as possible as we have begun to plan staffing.  
Parent information- for new enrolments to nursery 

Please come along on Wednesday 22nd April at 3.45pm with your child to meet staff and learn about what happens 

in the nursery. 

 

Our vision is what we are all about and underpins everything we strive to do 

at Avoch. 

Our vision is to work in partnerships to nurture every pupil of 

Avoch Primary School and nursery to be Happy, Healthy and 

Achieving, now and in their future lives. 
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Pupil values (decided by the pupils themselves) 

Hardworking            Honest           Respectful             Kind 

 

Fundraising update  

Thank you to everyone who donated and bought toys at the 

recent sale, organised by P5/4. As you know, the proceeds 

will be given to Maisie’s family to help them out at this 

difficult time.  

 

Next school events 

~ The staff are organising a fun run called ‘Maisie’s Miles’ 

for Saturday 16th May. We hope members of the 

community will join us. 

 

Community events- 

~Soup and Sweet lunch at Avoch Parish Church 12-2pm at 

Avoch Parish church on Saturday 29th February 

~Disco- at Fortrose Academy on Friday 28th Feb. 0-6 at 

6.15pm , 7-11 years at 7.30pm 

Remember you can still donate at  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/a-little-helping-hand-for-

the-simon-

family?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=email&ut

m_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet. 

Easter Service in Church   On Friday 27th March, the whole school will take part in an Easter service at Avoch 

Congregational Church . Children, who do not attend religious observance at the school, will not attend the church but 

will remain at school with an adult.  Parents and Grandparents are most welcome to join the service at 11am. 

 

Extra Curricular Clubs 

We  are able to offer a variety of extra- curricular and 

support clubs  thanks to the generosity and commitment 

of our teachers who are willing to do their preparation in 

the evening instead. Currently, we offer- 

 

Mondays- STEM club (finished on 2nd March) run by Mrs 

Milne and another teacher on rotation 

Mondays- Young Carers run by Miss Christie 

Mondays- Girl’s football for 3 weeks, then mixed 

football run by Mr MacPherson & Miss McPhee 

Tuesdays- X-country – Mr MacPherson/Miss McPhee 

(just finished) 

Wednesdays- Art group run by Mrs Sim 

Wednesday- Dance club run by Miss Mackenzie 

Wednesday- Relaxation group run by Miss Christie 

Wednesday- Adventure Club run by Mrs Byham & 

Parents 

Wednesday- Avochappella (choir) run by Mrs Hughes 

Thursday- Hockey run by Ms Webster, helped by Miss 

Cumming. Orienteering to follow. 
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Playground update 

Can I apologise once more for your children coming home 

extremely muddy. I appreciate how much extra washing you 

are having to do and thank you for your continued 

understanding in this matter. If you prefer your child(ren) to 

stay on the tarmac, please can you make it clear to them. 

Just to clarify, the area which is fenced off in the infant 

playground was part of the new house build groundworks and I 

was not told this would be happening. Since my return, I have 

been working with Highland Council estates coordinator to try 

to resolve the situation. On a more positive note, an 

agreement is now in place which will see the whole front area 

sorted and re-turfed during the Easter holidays. (fingers 

crossed!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOWN on the Farm - ALL P3 and P4 show 

Thursday 12th March at 7pm 

and Friday 13th March at 10am 

 

Your child should have brought home any tickets 

you purchased. We have been able to grant any 

additional tickets you requested - you will receive 

an email shortly about this. 

 

Thereafter there will be no more tickets left for 

the Thursday. Some tickets are still be available 

for the Friday 

 

Arrangements for ALL children 

 

Thursday - Please drop your child off at their 

classrooms at 6.30pm. P4 from P5/4 should be 

dropped off at the P4 porta cabin.  

If you have tickets to watch the show, the doors 

will be open at 6.30pm.  Entry is strictly by 

ticket only. 
 

Collecting- at the end of the show, we ask all 

parents to wait outside school, whether you are 

watching the show or just collecting. Once the 

children are ready, they will be dismissed from 

their classroom. We estimate the collection time 

to be at 8.15pm. 

 

For fire safety, we ask that no buggies are 

brought into the hall or left at the school 

entrance. If a sibling does not have a ticket, 

they will be required to sit on an adult’s knee. 

Children 3 years and over require a ticket. 

I hope you enjoy the show. 

Events coming up- OPEN DOORS 

OPEN DOORS INVITATION  April 16th  April 23rd   April 30th  
 

Each year we offer parents the opportunity to be part of a lesson in your child’s 

class. Previous lessons have included reading for information, mental maths and 

PEGS (punctuation, editing, grammar, spelling). This session you are invited to 

come along to your child’s class for one lesson, and if you have more than one 

child, you should book a lesson per child. The teacher will teach a maths lesson 

and you will be asked to sit with your child and be their partner during the lesson. 

The lesson will be from 9.20am -10.00 am approx.   

Look out for the letter coming before Easter for you to select a 

date or dates 

.  

 

 

Seesaw 

The school launched this sharing platform last year with 

permission from almost all families. Due to a legal change in 

the wording of such agreements, we had to send the paperwork 

out again.  

The number of permissions is now too low for it to be viable to 

continue to use. 

After much debate, we have now made the decision to use each 

class’ blog section on the school website more often, instead of 

using Seesaw. We may re-visit Seesaw at a later date. 

Diversity & Equality Policy  P7 wrote this impressive 

statement which will form the basis of our updated policy: 

Avoch Primary school celebrates diversity among the children 

of our school, the community and beyond. 

Valuing each other’s race, religion, gender and abilities as we 

encourage kindness and happiness. 

Our school, like society, strives to promote fairness, inclusion 

and tolerance for all. 

Children will not be limited by outdated stereotypes but 

instead will be supported to be true to themselves and realise 

their dreams and ambitions. 

Helping each other to be the best people we can be as we 

grow and learn together. 
 

 

A gentle reminder that parents 

should not phone school to check 

if there is any change to the 

school day during inclement 

weather as we only have one line 

into school. Please refer to the 

emergency closure letter that is 

on the school website 

www.avochschool.com under "For 

Parents" Newsletters and 

letters section - Emergency 

Closure. This will give you the 

necessary guidelines. 

Many thanks. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://webcomicms.net/sites/default/files/clipart/127519/farm-cliparts-127519-3098749.png&imgrefurl=http://webcomicms.net/clipart-8988204-farm-cliparts&tbnid=icVKicNZ35nejM&vet=10CBMQxiAoAmoXChMIyLPCzvzz5wIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAY..i&docid=DBvFC5ys8xqnpM&w=822&h=627&itg=1&q=google%20images%20farm%20clipart&safe=active&ved=0CBMQxiAoAmoXChMIyLPCzvzz5wIVAAAAAB0AAAAAEAY
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Dates for the diary (new/ changes in bold) 

March 2020 

2nd  Last STEM after school club 

5th Info evening for newly enrolled P1’s 7pm 

5th STEM team at Eden Court for challenge 

5th librarian visit to P1 and P7 

6th Safe, Strong, Free begins in nursery 

6th X Country team competition 

9th P7 transition basketball at Academy 

10th last mini bridge for P6 

12th ALL P3 and P4 show 7pm 

13th ALL P3 and P4 show 9.45am 

13th Cycling talks for all P1-7  

14th Rotary Team area final (Sat) 

14th/15th  Hockey teams competition (Sat/Sun) 

17th Transition to P1 programme begins  

18th P7 transition disco at Academy 

18th Parent council meeting at 7pm 

19th Academy staff talk to P7 

19th P2 class sharing assembly 2.30pm 

20th launch of BIG PEDAL   

24th & 26th Parents evenings (letters went out) 

23rd P7 Transition info session 4.30pm 

24th 2 days workshops for P6 digital learning- 

BBC Bitesize 

24th Enterprising maths competition (team) 

26th stay and play in nursery & BAKE sale 

26th Bridge competition (all P6) (letter out) 

27th Church visit 11am 

27th NO casual day 

27th school close for holidays 3.10pm 

April 2020        14th Tuesday- schools back 

16th OPEN doors begins 

17th STEM 5 in school 

21st Kodaly block 3 P3S week 1/4 

22nd new nursery enrolments  info session 

23rd ‘childsmile’- nursery 

23rd sharing assembly P5/4 2.30pm 

24th Casual day & stay, play & learn in nursery 

27th Big Pedal week/match the miles 

27th Bike safety talk/DR Bike session 

30th Parent Council meeting at 7pm 

30th Sharing assembly P4 at 2.30pm 

May 

1st STEM 6 (in school) 

7th sharing assembly P3s  2.30pm 

7th Girls’ football competition 

8th MAY day holiday (Fri) 

12th SPORTS morning 

13th Boys’ football competition 

13th motivation workshop re Olympics 

13th sharing assembly P3M 2.30pm 

20th Sports morning (if raining on 12th) 

21st Girls’ football 

 

 

Events coming up 

P7 to S1 transition 

~ Basketball event- Monday 9th March during school hours 

~ P7/S1 disco on 18th March at Fortrose Academy 

~ 19th March- Academy staff talk to P7 at Avoch 

~ 23rd March- S1 information session at Fortrose 4.30pm  

More information to follow from Fortrose Academy 

 

Nursery to P1transition 

~ This is already underway for the Avoch children and 

about to begin for the others. Please let us know if you 

have not received the transition programme. 

 

Into nursery transition 

~A very warm welcome to all the new children who have 

enrolled for nursery and their families.  If they will be 

turning 3 and  starting nursery anytime from now until 

Easter, please come along to Nursery on Wednesday 22nd 

April at 3.45pm with your child to meet staff and learn 

about what happens in the nursery. 

 

              Parent Council Corner - Written for the                           

Parents by the Parent Council 

                     

 The Parent Council is keen to find opportunities to meet 

with parents/carers from across the school. We will 

have a table at the P1 Information Evening coming up on 

5th March and will be available to chat with current and 

new P1 intake parents/carers. We will be serving 

refreshments at Parents Evenings later in March and 

will have an information table there too, so please come 

and meet us, see what we do and have a chat. Our 

unicycle table (recycled school uniform) will be at all 

these events so come and pick up anything you need. 

Thank you so much to all those who helped to run our 

recent discos! We couldn’t manage without the hard 

work of all the parent/carer volunteers at these events. 

The children had great fun and we raised an amazing 

£697.20 for parent council funds. Bikeability for P6 

pupils is going well and we have some exciting spin-off 

events planned to encourage cycling, scooting and 

walking across the whole school! Look out for more 

about ‘Big Pedal Week’ and the launch of “Match the 

Miles” with a visit from Guinness World Record Holder 

and local hero, Jenny Graham, later this term, plus 

another visit from Dr Bike. Our next meeting is at 7pm, 

Wednesday 18th March in the school Staff Room and is 

open to all. Please get in touch if you have any items for 

the agenda and come along! Remember, you can join the 

Parent Council anytime or just get in touch with 

suggestions, queries or problems at 

avochprimarypc@gmail.com or by leaving a note at the 

school office. 
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If you have any concerns regarding your child’s education or well -being, please contact the class teacher in the first 

instance using the home/school diary. If you need to speak to the teacher directly, please phone to make an 

appointment. The teacher is unable to speak with you before school and before 3.10pm as she/he will have a class in 

their care. 

If the matter is more pressing and you wish to speak with Miss Clark (Depute Teacher), Miss Patience (Principal 

Teacher), Mr MacPherson (acting Principal teacher) or to myself , please phone the office to make an appointment. 

Regards   Mrs L Sim (Head Teacher)  

 

 

 

Achievement ~ ‘Achievement is a success you are proud of- you have tried your best and not given up’ definition 

written by pupil council. 

Enterprising Maths team- well done to George, Eibhlin and Pieter who have been chosen to represent the school in a 

maths competition. 

STEM- Gabi, Danny, Dougal, Morag, Charlotte, Woody have been chosen to represent the school in an upcoming 

competition. They were chosen for their enthusiasm for the subject and for their ability to work well as part of a 

team. Good luck!! 

Cross Country,Hockey and Rotary- good luck to everyone who is taking part in these events over the next few weeks. 

Golden pencils (for handwriting)- Awarded to Abigail Comfort and Amber Greenwood. Congratulations! 

Perfect Punctuation People- P1- Martin ; P2/1 Alfie P2- Cody; P3s- Angus; P3M- Ellie; P4 Connor; P5/4 Maisie M; P5- 

Elkie; P6- Halle; P7/6 Rory; P7 Finlay- great job! 

Super Star writers (for content)- P1- Mason; P2/1 Alice; P2-Nina; P3S- Katie; P3M- Owen; P4 Christina; P5/4 Noah; 

P5- Bea; P6- Eden ; P7/6- Bee; P7- Emily D 

Magical Maths Champions- P1- Zander; P2/1- Elias   P2- Cole; P3s- Lexie; P3m- Imogen; P4- Beth; P5/4- Georgie; P5- 

Logan; P6- Lucy K; P7/6- Mila   P7 Sommer 

Eco Warrior- a huge well done to Erin, Saffron, Orlagh, Iona L and Farah who chose to pick up litter on the pitch at 

lunchtime, well done for using your initiative to keep the environment clean. 

 

Star class - P5   Cloakroom of the week - P7  Eco - P3M 

House points - Aspen 9086   Beech 9966 Elm 9438    Walnut  9088      Fruity Friday - the P4 class is in the lead 

 

Golden book- This is for anyone to tell me about achievements out of school. Don’t forget to share good news. 

“We have been so happy to see what a kind and thoughtful friend Ty has been to Malcolm when they line up in the 

morning’ Malcolm’s parents. 

 

Note-star writers’ badges- these should be worn every day and will be collected in before the next Golden 

assembly. If they go missing, please let me know asap and donate a £1 so I can order a replacement. Thanks 

 

 

 

 

“  

 

Thank you  A huge thank you for making home time arrangements for your children prior to them coming to school. 

Phone calls/emails over the past 3 afternoons have reduced from a high of 26 calls to just one! This has allowed the 

staff to concentrate on other important matters. Thank you. 

 

Head Lice 

Unfortunately, every so often, 

children may catch head lice. This 

is most often with the younger 

ones as they tend to play really 

closely to each other. please check 

their hair regularly and follow this 

guidance 
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-

and-conditions/skin-hair-and-nails/head-

lice-and-nits#treating-head-lice-and-nits 

 

Corona virus- latest advice 

Advice for the public, 

including those who have 

recently returned from at risk 

areas, is available on the NHS 

Inform website. If you do not 

have symptoms, and are 

looking for general 

information, a free helpline 

has been set up on 0800 028 

2816. 

 

Mobiles at discos 

Concerns have been raised about children 

using mobile phones to take photos. These 

were taken without permission and in 

some cases without the knowledge of 

others and have the potential to be 

posted online. This is against the law. 

For the protection of all children, the 

same safety rules apply at school discos 

as are in place during the day – ie NO 

mobile phones are permitted.  Thank you  
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