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Hello and Goodbye 

A very warm welcome to Nolan who joins P2 and to Natalia (P1), Nico in P3 and to Chris in P6. We hope you will be 

very happy here at Avoch. 

 

 

Our vision is what we are all about and underpins everything we strive to do 

at Avoch.  

Our vision is to work in partnerships to nurture every pupil of 

Avoch Primary School and nursery to be Happy, Healthy and 

Achieving, now and in their future lives. 
 

October 2019 

Newsletter 3 

 

Adverse Weather           Information you will need in the event of a school closure- 

 

If you are unsure whether the school will be open (or will close during the day) or if certain buses will not be 

running, PLEASE DO NOT PHONE THE SCHOOL. We only have one line and we need this to phone out. Please use 

the following: 

1. Phone Avoch school’s information line 0800 564 2272  [ pin 041470] 
 

2. The council’s website                 http://www.highland.gov.uk/schoolclosures will show all school closures 
 

3. The council’s Facebook page      http://www.facebook.com/highlandcouncil will show updated posts on school 

closures 

4. The council’s twitter page         http://www.twitter.com/HighlandCouncil  will list tweets of latest school 

closures 

5. log on to www.avochschool.wordpress.com  
 

6. Listen to Moray Firth Radio  
 

7. Have a look at the school’s Facebook page (see top of page) 
 

Please note- 

1. As you will appreciate, it is much better for everyone if I make the decision before school, rather than 

closing during the day. I will therefore use the local weather forecast to help make that decision. 

2.  If the weather takes a turn for the worse in the afternoon, I may decide that it is safer to keep them at 

school until the usual closure time. 

At all times, parents have the final responsibility to decide as to whether or not you believe it to be safe for your 

child(ren) to attend school, especially for those travelling by bus. In these circumstances, please use the school’s 

email system to let us know avoch.primary@highland.gov.uk  If the weather becomes unsavory during the day, you 

are welcome to make the decision to pick them up (even if the school does not close). 

A further letter will be sent this week re the school closing during the day 

PLEASE RETURN IT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
                                  

 

Pupil values (decided by the pupils themselves) 

Hardworking            Honest           Respectful             Kind 

 

 

mailto:avoch.primary@highland.gov.uk
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                Sponsored dance-a-thon 

 
Family St Andrew’s Ceilidh 

Friday 29th November at 7pm 
                                         

 

 

 

 

LIVE MUSIC 
Tickets (refreshments included) 

adult £5 

child £3  

Family ticket (up to 4 people)    £14 

 

‘Dress to Impress’ ~ Kilts encouraged! 
Look out for letter re tickets- limited number to allow 

for dancing.  I am sorry but tickets will not be available 

at the door. 

Also …..Tartan day- Friday 29th November 

Pupils and staff are invited to wear tartan on St 

Andrew’s day. It is NOT a casual day, so it is only 

tartan or uniform. 

 

 THANK YOU 
 

SPONSORED EVENT 

Thank you to everyone who sponsored the children in our recent dance-a-thon and to all 

the children for taking part in a quite a challenging and exhausting activity. 

The amazing total is £1594.40- thank you.                                                              

This will help us to provide extra curricular activities for the children. Photo below 

School charity- This year the pupils have decided to support the RNLI. This was chosen 

from the list of suggestions submitted by parents over the past 2 years. The P4 class are 

leading our charity work as part of their citizenship project. Please keep an eye on their 

target board at the school entrance. Good luck everyone. 

Poppies- Poppies will be available at school during the week beginning 4th November for a small donation  

(Minimum £1). In addition, P7 will be laying wreaths at the local war memorial. Thank you to Ramsay  

McGhee for providing these. 

 

Parents’ evening- Tuesday 26th November and Thursday 28th November 

By now you should have received a letter offering you an appointment at parents evening for both school and 

nursery pupils. We believe this is a very important opportunity to share how your child is getting on and are 

delighted that we have almost 100% parental attendance in the past. A report written by your child will arrive 

home on 18th Nov.          Please return the slip ASAP to your child’s teacher to get the time/day you request. 

 

 

 

 

Safety online- phones and watches 

The reason we don’t permit mobile phones in school is 

to keep other children safe online. The school has 

WIFI and therefore we cannot control what children 

might otherwise be sharing at break time and at the 

bus stop if they have access to an iPhone. Secondly it 

is not appropriate for them to take photos of other 

pupils and put these online. Any phone taken to school 

will be removed and can be collected by a parent. We 

take this action to protect all children- both those 

with and without phones. 

Likewise, some children now have I Watches. These 

again are not suitable for school for the same reasons.  

Thank you for your support in this matter. 

P7 Residential trip A 5 day trip has been organised 

for the current P6 in September 2020. Once again we 

will be going to Lendrick Muir, Perthshire. The trip will 

cost £290 with the deposit of £50 due at the end of 

Jan. Twins and those on free school meals will be 

charged £145. Information evening - 16th January. 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.poppyshop.org.uk/media/catalog/product/cache/1/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/g/f/gf1522-poppy-fridge-magnet-front.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.poppyshop.org.uk/poppy-fridge-magnet.html&docid=IdxRS83PQIX83M&tbnid=jE7Io8sLKrWkUM:&vet=1&w=1000&h=1000&bih=908&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwih8KyRmqveAhXCYVAKHVxJCaQQxiAoAnoECAEQEw&iact=c&ictx=1


 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tomorrow’s Engineers week (week beginning 4th Nov) 

As part of the work we do to promote the STEM subjects, the 

whole school will be taking part in lessons about Engineering in 

the past, present and future. If you would like to bring your 

expertise to the school, please let us know. 

 

   

 

Single use plastic reduction 

Packed lunches 

A reminder to all parents that any plastics 

brought to school in children’s packed lunches 

will be returned home for disposal. One reason 

being that our refuse collection bill is over 

£6000 per year and we are striving to reduce 

that. 

A more important reason is that we are 

encouraging the children to think about single 

use plastic and the effect on the environment. 

Please could you consider putting foodstuffs 

and drinks in re-usable containers. Thank you. 

 

Drinking bottles 

Children are encouraged to drink water 

throughout the day.  A re-usable bottle is ideal, 

or if you prefer a non-breakable cup is perfect 

as all classrooms have drinking water. 

 PLEASE NAME ALL BOTTLES/CUPS 
 

    

Parents (and Grandparents) as Partners 

Coming up……….. Read, Write and count info evening- 18th Nov 

at 7pm for parents of P1-3. This information evening is to share 

the home packs which form the basis of this initiative. It will 

also be an opportunity to get tips on how to help your child at 

home and to ask any questions you may have. We hope you will 

be able to come along for about an hour. 

 ‘Tea and Talk’ – Thursday 14th November at 7pm 

During their last visit, the Quality Assurance team were 

impressed with how we promote parents as partners. It made 

me think about how else I can hear what you have to say, 

especially about the curriculum. I am therefore inviting you to a 

tea and talk session on Thursday 14th November at 7pm  when 

Miss Clark, Mr MacPherson and I will be making tea and 

listening to what you have to say about in particular,  maths 

learning at Avoch- what you see as the strengths and 

suggestion for improvements. Please do try and come along. 

 

Languages 

At Avoch, children from nursery to P7 are being introduced to 

both French and British Sign Language. 

As part of promoting French, Avoch Primary has had a link 

school- Jules Verne- for a few years. We are delighted that 6 

of our teachers spent their October holidays visiting France on 

an exchange to not only enhance their language skills, but also 

to learn about French Education. This dedication to professional 

development enhances the children’s education  

at Avoch so well done to Ms Webster, Ms Young,  

Miss Patience, Mr MacPherson, Miss Simms and 

Miss McPhee.   

 
 

Clubs-it is VERY important that you let the school know if 

your child is not attending a club, for any reason, they have 

signed up for.  

Saturday football –currently at Avoch Pavilion for P1-5 girls 

and boys 10am-11am- all welcome.  

Thank you to all the teachers who have offered to take after 

school and lunch time clubs- much appreciated by everyone. 

Children in Need- Friday 15th November 

Each year we take part in either red nose day or 

children in need. This year P4 will be leading our 

efforts as part of their fund raising citizenship 

project. 1/2 the money raised will go towards 

this cause and the other ½ towards our school 

charity – the RNLI (see previous page) 

 

 

1. Pyjama day £1 
Remember to bring/wear something warm for 

outside breaks 

  

2. The Spotty Bake off 
Spotty bake contest- if you enjoy baking then 

please bake a spotty cake at home and bring it in 

to be judged. All cake tins should be named. 

Prizes for winners 

 

3.This will be followed by a 

spotty bake sale (50p per slice) 

 

Healthy connections 

Thank you to Caley Timber who have sponsored Ross County 

outreach learning team to work with P1-3 for the whole of this 

school year. So far it’s been very beneficial to the children  

keeping healthy and active but in a fun and enjoyable way. In 

addition they have PE lessons with their teacher and they also 

participate in the daily skip, which they really enjoy. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://mbtskoudsalg.com/images/french-drawing-famous-4.png&imgrefurl=https://mbtskoudsalg.com/explore/french-drawing-famous/&docid=H49K2IHy6y0-iM&tbnid=5IC6LTGw75qBhM:&vet=1&w=512&h=512&bih=908&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwjO-dHQpqveAhVPyYUKHY8GC40QxiAoAnoECAEQEw&iact=c&ictx=1
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjzjLfhlL_lAhVPyoUKHWMdA0wQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://www.google.com/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fpolka-dot-border.html%26psig%3DAOvVaw2eNWxQMD7LioY9OZ5FoMTg%26ust%3D1572359214332591&psig=AOvVaw2eNWxQMD7LioY9OZ5FoMTg&ust=1572359214332591


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After school clubs 

As you are aware, Linda Keoch has left and had not been 

replaced. This means that we have no after school janitor 

and there may be occasions when there are no members of 

SMT. Therefore, for security reasons we have to ask 

that all parents wait outside and not in the entrance 

vestibule. Thank for your understanding in this matter. 

 

Achievements Achievement – definition by pupil council “Achievement is a success you are proud of. You have 

tried your best and not given up”  
~Young Highlander of the Year- a huge congratulations to Keiran Reid who  

Recently won this award for all the fundraising he has done over the past 3 years 

in aid of the RNLI- we are very proud of you Keiran. 

~Hockey- well done to all the children who took part in a recent tournament.  

Particular mention to Dougal McGerty (goalkeeper of the tournament) and Eleanor 

 Horsley (best girl player) 

~Football- well done to everyone who took part in the recent tournament 

                            At our golden assembly… 

~Super star writers [for story writing]: Sophie Comfort; Elsie Dewin, Isla Timson,  

Ruben Bendoris, Austin Grant, Sadie Dewin, Wilbur Grant, Orlagh Parke, Lucy Knight 

, Leah Grigor,  Eva Lawson 

~Golden Pencils {for handwriting}: Lucy Taggart (P1); George Comisso, Millie Conroy, 

Catherine Lipp, Eva Lawson, Finlay Stewart (all P7) 

~Perfect Punctuation People: Rory Urquhart, Marco MacMillan, Joanna Hughes, Jamie Lambie, Alfie Pile, Amber 

Greenwood, Cora Comisso, Kacie jack, Millie Conroy, Hamish Henderson. 

~Magical Mathematicians: Ruairidh Bremner, Ronan Gallacher, Finlay Munro, Finn Tremlett, Seumas Grant, Aaron 

Gallacher, Christopher Du Preez, Rosie Edgar, Calum Duffy, Keir Milne 

~Star class of the week - P3M                                     

~Fruity Friday- P1 and P4 are in the lead with the highest % of children bring fruit on a Friday                                         

 

P7 Transition – CHANGE OF DATE 

Please note that the first transition event for P7 has been 

changed by the Academy from the 4th to 18th November 

HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD AT HOME 

Golden pencils and how to get one! 

All pupils have the opportunity to try and gain a 

golden pencil for handwriting. However, the bar is 

set high to encourage them to strive to improve. 

The criterion is below. Try and encourage good 

handwriting at home too. 

 Write on the line. Long letters (like p) sit on 

           the line and hang down 

 Spaces between words 

 Letters are the correct size- tall letters tall and 

            small letters all the same size 

  Letters have ‘tails’. Don’t chop them off! 

Writing is joined (from P3) but no loops 

Work is kept clean – no scoring out 

Writing is legible- that means it is easily 

               read! 

 

Parent Council 

The Parent council is looking for new members. All parents 

are most welcome to be part of this group which helps 

with aspects such as the school improvement and 

fundraising and is a very valuable asset to the children. 

You can email avochprimarypc@gmail.com or put a comment 

on the school Facebook page. 

Next meeting is 4th November at 7pm. All welcome. You 

can offer as much or as little of your time but we hope you 

will be able to come along. 

 

Flu vaccinations- a reminder this will take place for all children who have returned their NHS permission form, on 

Friday 13th December. Please note that it is a nasal spray which is administered by a nurse. 

School uniform Thank you to all the parents who send their children to school in the uniform. We believe this helps 

to give them a sense of belonging, supports positive behaviour and reduces peer pressure. Please note that hoodies 

are not permitted and only plain navy or school logo sweatshirts should be worn. The casual day is in place only as a 

reward for wearing school uniform. 
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If you have any concerns regarding your child’s education or well -being, please contact the class teacher in the first 

instance using the home/school diary. If you need to speak to the teacher directly please phone to make an 

appointment. The teacher is unable to speak with you after 9am and before 3.10pm as she/he will have a class in 

their care. 

If the matter is more pressing and you wish to speak with Miss Patience ( Principal Teacher), Mr MacPherson (acting 

Principal Teacher), Miss Clark (Depute Head) or myself, please phone the office to make an appointment, 

Regards   Mrs L Sim (Head Teacher) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keeping you in the loop 

Staffing- As many of you know, I have had one operation already this session, with the second one penciled in for 

December. Whilst I am off school, P7/6 will be taught by Mrs Byham. Miss Clark (DHT) will lead the school in my 

absence.  Whilst I am at school, P7/6 will be taught on 3 days by Mrs Byham and by Miss Clark on the other 2. 

Building works-Over the October holidays, the flood alleviation work has been completed at the front of the 

school. It is disappointing that the play area will be out of use for some considerable time.  

Mud- The building works has resulted in an even muddier playground than usual. Whilst we do allow them to play 

on the grass, we try to prevent ‘accidental’ rolls down the hill that seems to appeal to some of our pupils. Please 

can you help by promoting this message. Thank you. 

Nursery- The council plans to build a new nursery, also in the area to the front of the school.  I have not as yet 

seen the plans, but I believe it to be a two room nursery which is expected to be ready for summer 2020. Having 

2 rooms will allow us to offer you the Government’s increase in free pre-school child care and education hours. 

The existing nursery room will become an additional classroom to help accommodate our increasing school roll.  

We will keep you updated as to developments and timescales. 

Sharing Assemblies 

Each class leads a short sharing assembly based on their citizenship project. Parents and grandparents of children 

in that class are invited to come along. All these assemblies start at 2.30pm and last about 15 minutes. 

P7 7th November Caring for our coastline P7/6 13th February      Big garden gnomes 

P6 16th January Working with the community (Men’s shed)             P5      6th February         recycling 

P5/4 23rd March      Fair Trade   P4 30th March leading the school Charity RNLI 

P3S 7th May         Plastic Busters   P3M 14th May       caring for our wildlife 

P2 19th March Wombles P2/1      4th June     wee garden gnomes             P1  11th June  SNAG  

 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY  

October 

28th Kodaly music begins for P3M (block 1- 4 weeks) 

28th Student teachers (Kayleigh MacLeod & Imogen 

Clunas) begin in P1 and P2 and early years students 

(Teresa Urquhart & James Robertson) in nursery 

29th P1 and P7 whole year group photos  

30th all P3 to Eden Court – show 

30th lunch time dance club begins P1-3 (led by 

       Miss McKenzie)  

31st Last Feis Rois music lessons for P4 and 

       P5/4.Parents invited at 10am (P4), 11.30am      

       (P5/4) 

November 

4th Tomorrow’s Engineers week (whole school)- 

          see previous page 

4th Taster badminton lessons for P4-6 (bring 

         PE kit) 

4th  Poppies go on sale all week 

4th Parent Council meeting 7pm – ALL WELCOME 

welcome 

             

 

November continued 

4th  Young Carers lunch time club begins (led 

         By Miss Christie) 

5th 3 teachers on BSL training (P4,P5/4,P7) 

5th ‘Talking Tuesday’ lunch club begins (L Sim) 

5th Mrs Rawlinson (parent engineer) in P1, P2/1, 

        P2, P3M, P3s for STEM activities 

7th P1, P2/1 & P2 to Eden Court as part of film 

        fortnight 

7th P7 sharing assembly – parents invited 2.30pm 

8th In-school STEM challenge 2 (all classes) 

8th   Remembrance Day (middle/upper school) 

11th New school lunch payment system begins 

13th  P7, P7/6 & P6 to Eden Court as part 

            Of film Fortnight 

12th Digital Day (in school) 

14th  Tea & talk for parents 7pm 

14th P4 class to RNLI (north Kessock) 

14th Day of Dance for pupils workshop 

15th  Children in Need day (see previous pages) 

        

 



 

  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 2019-20 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY (Nov cont) 
18th P7 transition to academy event-games 

18th children’s own self reports home to parents 

18th Read write count P1-3 Parents info eve 7pm 

21st INSET day – school closed to pupils/nursery  

22nd INSET day - school closed to pupils/nursery 

26th/28th Parents evenings (see separate letter) 

29th Wear a wee bit tartan for St Andrew day  

29th    Stay, play and learn in nursery 

29th Family Ceilidh (see newsletter)  

December 

3rd Site safety talk from local house builders 

6th Christmas Fair 1.30pm 

9th P7 transition event 2- Ceilidh (am) 

9th Nativity dress rehearsal pm 

10th Nativity N (pm)-P2 at 1.45pm 

11th Nativity N (am)-P2 at 10am 

12th Senior citizens coffee morning 

13th Christmas dinner & jumper day 

13th Flu vaccinations 

17th N (all) and P1 party pm 

18th P4 & 5 party am, P6 & 7 party pm 

19th P2 & P3 party pm 

19th stay, play and learn in nursery 

20th school close 3.10pm 

January 2020 

6th pupils (and staff) back to school 

7th Kodaly music P3S (block 2) 4 weeks 

10th writing buddies comic challenge (in school) 

16th all P4 begin swimming lessons begin 

16th P6 class sharing assembly 2.30pm (P6 parents & 

grandparents invited) 

16th INFO eve for P6 parents & pupils re residential 

trip (sept 2020) 7pm 

24th Whole school FUN day- 10 year anniversary of 

David Walliam’s children’s books 

27th enrolment to P1 week (date tbc) 

30th Stay, Play and learn at Nursery 

30th OPEN AFTERNOON 

31st casual day (school), dress up in nursery 

February 

3rd Kodaly P3M block 2, 4 weeks 

5th P1 CELEBRATES- 100 days of school 

6th P5 class sharing assembly 2.30pm  

7th in school STEM challenge 3 

13th P7/6 class sharing assembly 2.30pm  

13th Parent council led pupil disco TBC 

13th Tea & talk for parents (see previous pages) 7pm 

17th & 18th HOLIDAY 

19th INSET school closed to pupils/nursery 

28th STEM challenge 4 

28th stay, play and learn in nursery 

 

 

 

28th casual day (school), dress up in nursery 

March 

5th  Parent INFO session for newly enrolled P1 

        Pupils 7pm 

9th P7 transition event 3- basketball 

12th P3 and P4 SHOW evening 

13th P3 and P4 SHOW morning 

18th P7 transition event 4 – discos (evening) 

19th P2 class sharing assembly (P2 parents and 

grandparents invited) 

23rd Transition event for P7 & parents 4.30pm 

Wb 23rd Book Fair all week 

24th/26th Parents evening 

26th stay, play & learn in nursery 

27th Easter visit to church/school close 3.10pm 

April 14th  pupils and staff back (Tuesday) 

16th  ‘Open doors’ 9.30am (parents invited to 

visit class) 

Or 23rd or 30th [parent choice of date] 

17th in- school STEM challenge 5 

21st Kodaly P3S block 3   4 weeks 

23rd sharing assembly P5/4 at 2.30pm   

24th Casual day (school), dress up day (nursery) 

24th stay, play and learn in nursery 

30th  sharing assembly P4 class at 2.30pm 

May 

1st STEM challenge 6 

7th Sharing assembly P3S at 2.30pm 

8th MAY DAY HOLIDAY 

13th  Sports day 9.30am  

14th sharing assembly P3M at 2.30pm 

20th Sports day (if wet on 13th) 9.30am 

25th Kodaly music P3M block 3 

27th & 28th P5-P7 SHOW (evening) 

29th casual day (school) dress up day (nursery) 

29th stay, play and learn in nursery 

June 

1st INSET school/nursery closed to pupils 

4th sharing assembly P2/1 class 

8th World of work week (school & Nursery) 

11th County Sports (senior pupils) 

11th sharing assembly P1 class 2.30pm 

12th Reports sent to parents 

15th P7 to Fortrose Academy all week 

15th ‘Preparing for nursery’ drop in session 

3.30pm-4.30pm (or 17th at 10am-11am or 

18th at 1pm-2pm) 

26th casual day (school)/dress up day (nursery) 

26th stay, play and learn in nursery 

30th picnic lunch 

July 2nd- P7 leavers assembly 10am, school close 

at 12 noon. (Back to school on 18th Aug) 

 

                

 


