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Our vision is what we are all about and underpins everything we strive to do 

at Avoch.  

Our vision is to work in partnerships to nurture every pupil of 

Avoch Primary School and nursery to be Happy, Healthy and 

Achieving, now and in their future lives. 
 

July  2019 

Newsletter 12 

 

Pupil values (decided by the pupils themselves) 

Hardworking            Honest           Respectful             Kind 

 

Farewell to Mrs Law 

 

 

 

We say farewell to Mrs Law, who has been a pupil support assistant at 

Avoch for an amazing 25 years. She has supported hundreds of 

children in her time at Avoch and some of those are now Parents of 

children at Avoch. Mrs Law will be very much missed. We wish her a 

long, happy and healthy retirement. 

Staffing 

Janitor  Mrs Thomson (3 days) 

clerical  Mrs Underwood (3 days) 

Clerical  awaiting advertisement (3 days)/  

                        Mrs Hallam (temp) 
 

PSA (all part time) 

Mrs Anderson  Mrs Davidson 

Mrs Cairns  Mrs Chatburn 

Mrs Faulke  Mrs Laird 

Mrs Nielsen  Mrs McCrae 
 

Nursery (EYPs) 

Mrs Carmichael Mrs Baird 

Mrs Campbell  Mrs Golden 

Mrs MacDonald Ms Roy 
 

Visiting staff (for P4-7) 

PE  Mr Chalmers and Mr MacIntosh  

Art  Mrs McBride 

Music  Mrs Hughes 

Drama  Mrs Marden 
 

Musical Tuition 

Strings  Ms J Anderson 

Woodwind Mr Delmonte 

Piping  Mr McGregor 

Drumming Mr Caldwell 
 

Catering - Ms C Mackay (in charge), Mrs T Black, Ms 

Wilson plus 2 posts to be appointed. 

 

 

Please return any 

school books you 

have lurking at 

home ! 

Teachers 

P7 Miss Christie 

P7/6 Awaiting appointment 

P6 Ms Webster 

P5 Mr MacPherson (Acting Principal teacher)/ 1 

            day TBC 

P5/4 Mrs Milne 

P4 Ms Young 

P3M Mr McKellar (4 days)/ TBC (1 day) 

P3s Miss Simms 

P2 Ms McPhee 

P2/1 Miss Mackenzie (4 days)/I day (TBC) 

P1 Miss Patience (Principal Teacher) 3.5 days 

 Mrs Hughes 1.5 days  

Support for Learning teacher (1 day) Mrs Murdoch 

 

Head Teacher Mrs L Sim 

Depute Head teacher Miss W Clark 

  

Child care 

Out of school assistant - to be appointed 

Out of school auxiliaries- Miss Reid plus post to be 

appointed 

lollypop person- Mr D Mackenzie 
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Dates for the diary (new/ changes in bold) 

July 

2nd P6 class trip to Groam House 

3rd Picnic lunch (prepared by school 

            canteen) instead of school lunches 

4th P7 leaving assembly (parents 

            /grandparents of P7 only) 10 am start 

4th       School closes at 12 noon, buses at 12 

Aug 

19th  Staff only  

20th (Tuesday) pupils back. new P1 at  

        10am-2.45pm 

20th Strings tuition begins  

21st new P1 from 9.10am – 2.45pm 

22nd new P1 from 9.10am-3.10pm 

23rd  Miss Munro leaves 

26th Forestry commission session P1 & P2/1 

27th  meet the teacher (informal) 3.15- 

        3.45pm 

27th SSPCA robotics sessions (& 4th Sept) 

27th P4 swimming begins (5 weeks) 

27th Meet the staff 3.15-3.45pm (informal) 

29th Feis Rois Music - P5 pupils (8weeks) 

30th casual day 

30th Forestry commission session P1& P2/1 

September 

2nd P7 to Lendrick Muir (residential) 

4th P1 open day for parents 9.30am-10.45 

        OR 2.15-3pm  (letter to come)        

5th Curriculum evening for new P1 parents 7pm 

16th & 17th- INSET days (closed to pupils) 

19th/20th family and individuals photos 

27th Dance-a-thon N-P7 sponsored event 

27th casual day 

Oct 1st or 2nd Safe Highlanders for P7 

10th disco (run by parent council) 

11th  school closes until 28th Oct 

28th schools open 

November 

21st & 22nd  INSET days (closed to pupils) 

29th Tartan day  

December 

13th Flu immunization (whole school) 

20th school closes 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Avoch Art Work 

Avoch and Killen 

Community Council 

set a competition 

to design a road 

sign for the 

village of Avoch. 

The children’s 

work is currently 

on display in 

Fortrose library. 

The judges have 

decided to 

combine several 

designs for the 

final version.  

 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

Please use the link below for the school term dates up to 2021.  

 http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/878/schools/32/school_term_dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Kate and Eva for being shortlisted 

(with distinction) for the Scottish Engineering Leaders 

Award 2018-2019 out of a staggering 17,500 entries. Only 

540 have been selected to be put on display at the Public 

Exhibition at Strathclyde University so it’s a massive 

achievement. 

 

School meals Surcharge 

A reminder that school meals should be paid for on a Monday. 

If the catering service needs to post an invoice for late 

payment, they will charge you £15. 

Summer Challenges 

~Reading- The local Libraries run a reading 

challenge over the holidays- please visit 

your local library to sign up for it. 

 

~1st Minister’s summer Maths challenge-  

Look out for a booklet of maths challenges 

for P6 and their parents to do over the 

summer holidays Lost Property- what else can I say ????? 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/878/schools/32/school_term_dates


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing all the children and staff a happy summer 

holiday- hope the sun shines! 

Regards   Mrs L Sim (Head Teacher)  

Please remember to send all emails to 

avoch.primary@highland.gov.uk   

 

 

School improvement plan (SIP) The SIP and the standards 

and quality report now sit on the school website. Attached 

to this newsletter is a shortened version. Thank you to all 

the parents who suggested what should be in the plan (flip 

chart at parents nights). Your views have been included.  

Thank you- volunteers 

A huge thank you to all the parents, grandparents, 

secondary pupils, local businesses and members of 

the community who have volunteered in any capacity 

over the past session. 

Without this very kind support, we would not be 

able to offer such a wide and enriched curriculum or 

opportunities for our pupils - it has been very much 

appreciated. 

Calling for volunteers for next session 

We would love to hear from you if you are able to 

spare time to volunteer at the school. It can be as a 

class helper, reader, with a session at golden time, 

to help in the garden, or to help teach skills you may 

have  etc etc. It can be for a set time each week or 

now and then. 

Please do get in touch with us at 

avoch.primary@highland.gov.uk or by phone. Thanks. 

 

Football There has been a dispute between the SFA and 

the SSFA regarding football in the highlands and further 

afield. This has led to a decision to stop all soccer 7 

competitions we usually take part in for both boys and girls 

- hopefully this can be resolved. In the meantime we intend 

to keep our after school football club going as well as the 

Avoch junior football opportunities. We will keep you 

informed of any outcome. 

 
Thank you staff 

On behalf of the children I would like to say thank you to all 

the staff who volunteered in their own time to take after 

school clubs this session. 

Football  Mr MacPherson, Miss McCallum & Mrs 

                        Davidson 

Gymnastics  Ms MacPhee 

Choir  Mrs Hughes and Mr McKellar 

Hockey  Ms Webster & Miss Cummings, Ms Young 

Badminton Miss Simms 

Adventure club   Miss Munro & Mrs Byham 

Orienteering Ms Webster, Miss McCallum 

Cross Country Miss Munro 

Also to all the staff who support evening and weekend 

events, such as concerts, sport competitions, residential 

holidays etc. Without this commitment, we would not be 

able to offer such an enriched curriculum.  

Absence v attainment Through our data we can 

see that low attendance (90%) is impacting directly 

on pupil attainment, especially in Maths. To give 

your child the best possible education/future, we 

ask that holidays are NOT taken during term time. 

This session a staggering 35% of our pupils took a 

holiday during school time!  

 

 

Thank you Parent Council 

For all the work you put in to provide the children 

with special extras such as the refreshments at 

the sports day, kindly donated by Williamson 

Group, Inverness, for money towards the P7 

residential trip. 

Thank you for organising and running the discos. 

The Parent Council are continuing to raise funds 

towards enhancing the playground for the pupils. 

The Parent Council have also played a pivotal role 

in finding ways to continue to help to improve the 

children’s learning experiences. 

 
Free school meals and clothing grants 

Please apply for this if you think you might be 

eligible. The school uniform grant includes coats 

and shoes and I believe it is about £140 per year in 

Highland - it is well worth it.  

https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/878/schools/9/s

chool_meals  

 

 

FAREWELL PRIMARY 7 ~ the staff 

wish you all the very best 
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