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                                                           28th October 2019 

Emergency School Closure 
Dear Parents/Carers,  

In the winter, there may be occasions when the school cannot open in the morning due to the 

weather. If this is the case, we will advertise this on the school’s answering machine, on Moray Firth 

radio and on Highland Council website and the school website. If I can get to school, I will endeavour 

to also send you an email- details of this are on the back of this sheet. 
 

Closure during the day 

 Although we try and avoid this if at all possible, very occasionally there may be the necessity to 

close the school during the school day. If this happens, we need to know how your child will arrive 

home safely. Note- nursery children will be kept at nursery until collected by a parent. 
 

The method used over the past five years will be used again this year.  
 

The closure will be advertised in the same manner as above (ie answering machine, Moray Firth radio, 

email and the websites). We will endeavour to give one hour’s warning of closure.  You will therefore 

have a set time as to when the school will close. We will also inform you as to whether the buses will 

be running or not.  

This means that if the weather becomes bad during the school day, parents need to be proactive in 

finding out whether the school is closing. If it is the afternoon, I may make the decision just to keep 

the children until home time. 

Parents should use the alternative methods and not phone the school as we only have one line. 
 

You will need to make a decision as to whether or not you will always collect your child or, after the 

set hour, whether you wish them to walk home (Avoch only), or go on the bus (if it is running). In 

addition, if the weather is bad, you could note in your child’s home/school diary what you have 

organised to happen in the event of a school closure that day eg Mrs Brown (neighbour) to collect 

them. 

Please note we would not recommend nor take responsibility if your child is under P5 & you 

choose for them to go on the bus or walk home, unless they have a responsible older sibling. 

 

Please complete and return the slip attached indicating what you wish us to do - one for each child 

and return it to school by Friday 8th of November. If we have not received your reply by then, we 

will presume you will be collecting them from the school. 

 

If at any time, you are concerned about your child traveling home in inclement weather, please feel 

free to collect them, even if the school is not closing.  

 

Regards 

Mrs L Sim 
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Emergency School Closure IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

 
 

Information you will need in the event of a school closure- please keep safe 

 
 

If you are unsure whether the school will be open (or will close during the day) or if 

certain buses will not be running, please DO NOT phone the school. We only have one 

line and we need this to phone out. Please use the following: 

 

1. Phone Avoch school’s information line 0800 564 2272  [ pin 041470] 

 

2. The council’s website                 http://www.highland.gov.uk/schoolclosures  

 

3. The council’s Facebook page      http://www.facebook.com/highlandcouncil  

 

4. The council’s twitter page         http://www.twitter.com/HighlandCouncil  

  

5. log on to the schools website at  www.avochschool.wordpress.com  

 

6. Listen to Moray Firth Radio  

 

7. Have a look at the school’s Facebook page  

    

Please note- 
1. As you will appreciate, it is much better for everyone if I make the decision before school, 

rather than closing during the day. I will therefore use the local weather forecast to help 

make that decision, whenever possible. 

2.  If the weather takes a turn for the worse in the afternoon, I may decide that it is safer to 

keep them at school until the usual closure time. 

 

At all times, parents have the final responsibility to decide as to whether or not you 

believe it to be safe for your child(ren) to attend school, especially for those travelling 

by bus. In these circumstances, please do not phone but use the school’s email system to 

let us know avoch.primary@highland.gov.uk  

     

      If the weather becomes unsavoury during the day, you are welcome to make the 

    decision to pick them up (even if the school does not close). 
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