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Parking The Sea Scout leader 

has requested that parents do 

not park in front of the two 

entrances to the community hall.  

 

Our vision is what we are all about and underpins everything we strive to do 
at Avoch.  

Our vision is to work in partnerships to nurture every pupil of 

Avoch Primary School and nursery to be Happy, Healthy and 

Achieving, now and in their future lives. 
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Pupil values (decided by the pupils themselves) 

Hardworking            Honest           Respectful             Kind 

 

Church Visit- Friday 5th April- CHANGE OF TIMES 

This year our Easter service will be in the Church of  

Scotland Church (up the hill/steps from the school), 

where we will be meeting the new minister Rev Beattie. 

 

The church is not large enough to hold all of us so in a  

change of plan, there will now be 2 services- 

10am-11am  P4-7  and the orchestra 

11am-12noon  P1-3 

 

Welcome to Mrs Hallam, who has temporarily been allocated to Avoch Primary and will be in the school office on a 

Monday to Thursday for a few weeks. Mrs J Underwood will continue to work on a Wednesday-Friday and Mrs Jack 

will retire on the 5th April but until then will be in on a Monday-Wednesday. 

Mary’s Meals 

A huge thank you to every family, 

member of the community and staff 

member who donation their time, 

money and efforts to this year’s 

school charity, Mary’s Meals, which 

was very ably led by P5.  

A particular thank you to Mr McKellar 

for all his time organizing and running 

the events and for all the shopping for 

the contents. An amazing 55 bags 

plus additional items and £550  will 

shortly be collected by the Mary’s 

meals staff and will be taken to 

countries where a lack of resources 

currently prevents children from 

attending school. Well done everyone. 

 plus Kacper and Amy 

Birthday cakes. We appreciate 

the kind thought but I have 

been asked to request that 

birthday cakes are not sent in 

to school for your child’s class. 

mailto:avoch.primary@highland.gov.uk
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Dates for the diary (new/ changes in bold) 

wb 25th  Big pedal- cycling to school (if poss) 

wb 25th   Book Fair at school  

26th/28th  Parents evenings  

28th Open doors 2 

29th in school STEM challenge 5 (new date) 

29th casual day 

29th     Earth Hour (electricity off for 1 hour) 

Sat/sun 30th/31st Hockey tournaments 

April  

1st New Depute HT starts 

1st Lifestyle survey for P7 

1st       Local  Litter pick up for  P1-P4/3 

1st after school football back 

3rd Mrs P Jack retirement begins 3.10pm! 

3rd Avochappella – showcase to parents 

3rd no P4/5 hockey after school 

4th  Open Doors 3 

5th stay and play nursery 

5th Visit to church 10am-P4-7; 11am P1-3 

5th Easter holiday begins 3.10pm 

23rd (Tuesday) school back  

23rd Earth day 

26th STEM 6 

26th Casual day  

26th stay and play in nursery 

Mon 29th  Last gymnastics (football outside) 

29th Parent Council meeting – all welcome 

30th first N to P1 transition visit 

May 

1st girls’ football competition 

2nd nursery run bake sale 

2nd sharing assembly P3/2 class parents & 
Grandparents welcome at 2.30pm 
3rd Resilient Kids programme begins for P7 

             (6 weeks) 

6th  MAY DAY HOLIDAY 

8th Football competition 

8th Education trip- all P2 and P3/2 

9th sharing assembly P2 class parents & 
Grandparents welcome at 2.30pm 
11th Gymnastics team Scottish Final (Perth) 

11th playground ‘clean up’ day (organised by 

Parent council) 10am 

14th netball tournament 

14th   Creeping Toad outdoor storyteller P1-3 

15th   Creeping Toad P4-7 

20th Equalities week 

22nd SPORTS DAY 9.30am start 

23rd Outdoor Classroom day 

25th Summer Tea Party (Saturday) run by 

        Parent Council 

28th 2nd girls football competition 

28th x country event for P1-4 after school 

 

 

Canteen There has been no word yet as to when we are moving 

to a cashless system. In the meantime, the kitchen staff ask 

that it is paid for on a MONDAY. Any cheques should be made 

payable to HIGHLAND COUNCIL and the child’s name should 

be on the back. Thank you. 

Red Nose Day/World Book day “Thank you to everyone for 
making our Red Nose Day/World Book Day such a brilliant 
day!  The Pupil Council did a great job of planning and 
implementing all of the activities.  Even although the 
orienteering was a bit mucky.  A big thank you to all those who 
donated home baking for our bake sale, it was a great success.  
We raised an amazing £436.84 by selling red noses, donations 
for wearing red and our bake sale” Miss Patience 

Community Café  

Thank you to everyone who came along to the wee gnomes/big 

gnomes community café, where they enjoyed a bowl of soup, 

baking and fruit salads. Not only did the children practise 

many social skills but they were also learning about the world 

of work. A grand sum of £133.65 was raised which the P2/1 

class (wee gnomes) and P6 class (big gnomes) will use in the 

playground. As you can see form the photo below- it was very 

busy! 

 

 

SECURITY 

A reminder that ALL visitors, including parents, MUST go to 

the school reception in the first instance to either sign in or 

to collect a child. For security reasons you should not go 

directly to the cabins. 

 

 

What a lot of 

washing up! 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Achievement~ ‘Achievement is a success you are proud of- you have tried your best and not given up’ definition 

written by pupil council       The following is just a small selection of recent pupil achievements 
Super star writers- Imelda, Katie B, Jess W, Angus R, Sadie D, Eryn M, Eilidh M, Isla M, Kai K, Charlotte L, Charlie  

Punctuation People- Demi, Flynn, Imogen, Ellie K, Christina, Iona L, Kacie J, Shay H, Madison , Ruby M, Kathryn J 

Magical Maths- Max M, William, Ava M-S, Reuben B, Kirstie, Rian, Fraser U, Reece, Sommer, Rory M, Eva R 

Golden Pencil- Stephanie Rooney, Kate Harvey 

First Ministers Reading Challenge- Please encourage your child to continue with their reading challenge and to 

try‘reach the moon’ 

Fruity Friday- in the lead with the highest % of children bring fruit only, for snack on a Friday is P4 

Mini Bridge competition-a fantastic well done to all of P6 who took part in this recent competition. They did the 

school proud against teams from Glasgow, Inverness and Dundee. A particular well done to Danny and Matias, ‘Avoch 

Alligators’ who were the highest place Avoch team. 

Music festival-well done to everyone who has taken part in this over the past few weeks. If you bring your 

certificates, I can copy them for the achievement wall. 

x country-well done to everyone who took part in the recent x country event (pictured below) 

Eco class- current winners are P2 

star class current winners are   P3/2            cloakroom winners are P2 

From the golden Book- “ I went to the music festival in Eden Court. I came 3rd out of 26 and I got a distinction.” 
Eva Ryan 

John Byrne Drawing competition- a huge congratulations to Neve Lambert who has come second in this prestigious 

National competition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

Avoch Alligators Bridge team  

 

Here is the team for badminton finals at UHI. Everyone 
played very well against stiff competition, all winning some & 
losing others. Great sportsmanship & manners shown 
throughout.’ Mrs McMichael (Parent)  

 

 

 

Well done Neve 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Council HOT SPOT 

If you would like to get in touch about 

matters which you feel are parent council 

matters as opposed to the school, please 

email avochprimarypc@gmail.com or put a 

comment on the school Facebook page. Next 

meeting is 29th April at 6.30pm. Everyone 

is most welcome.  

Agendas and minutes can be found on the 

school website 
www.avochschool.wordpress.com       

Recycling Uniform 

please let the parent council or school know 

if you require anything. If you have uniform 

in good condition, please hand it into the 

school and it will 

 be recycled. Thanks 

If you have any concerns regarding your child’s education or well -being, please contact the class teacher in the first 
instance using the home/school diary. If you need to speak to the teacher directly please phone to make an 
appointment. The teacher is unable to speak with you after 9am and before 3.10pm as she/he will have a class in 
their care. If the matter is more pressing and you wish to speak with Miss Munro (Acting Depute Teacher), Miss 
Patience (Acting PT) or myself, please phone the office to make an appointment, 
Regards   Mrs L Sim (Head Teacher)   
 

DAILY SKIP 

In term 4, we are going to trial the DAILY SKIP. All the children 

from nursery to P7 will spend 5 minutes skipping each day. This is 

Avoch’s answer to the Daily mile which has not been possible to 

accommodate for a number of reasons.  

The children believe the skip will be better than the walk for a 

number of reasons eg 

~it uses more energy 

~it’s more fun than walking 

~ It can be done on the tarmac which stops the grass getting even 

muddier 

~It will only take 5 minutes, rather than 20 minutes out of learning 

time each day. 

 

Easter holidays- If your child cannot yet skip, perhaps teach them 

over the Easter holidays? 
ropes- there will be ropes in the school.  

However your child can bring their own. 

when? 
P1-3 will skip from 1.10pm-1.15pm  

nursery- anytime during their session and  

may include ‘non’ rope skipping 

P4-7- will skip as an ‘add on’ to playtime. 

This will be reviewed in August 
  

STEM 

Thank you to Jacobs Engineering who worked 

with P7 and P2/1 

P7 made electric cars and two teams will 

represent the school at a National 

competition. 

  

Plastic Busters 

There has been a huge reduction in plastics 

being brought to school in packed lunches 

and as part of snacks. The children are very 

aware of the damage these are causing our 

environment and are keen to do their bit. 
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OPEN DOORS – thank you for your feedback. We are delighted that you found the visits both 

enjoyable and beneficial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

Thank you for including us. 

What a lovely and well 

behaved class 

Thanks for having 

the crèche. It made 

a huge difference. 

I now appreciate how hard the teachers work to 

make the lesson engaging and enjoyable. 

Great to see 

what a lovely 

manner the 

teacher has 

with the 

children 

Loved being part of 

the class and seeing 

what my child does. 

Thank you! 

Interesting how the 

class learned and 

the different 

approaches with the 

P2s and P3s. 

Fab idea. 

loved it! 

Great to have the opportunity to 

join in with the lesson Really enjoyed seeing 

the class in action. 

Thank you 

Great Lesson 

and teaching 

style 

Lovely lesson to 

watch. All the 

children seemed 

engaged and were 

clear on what was 

being asked of them. 

Wondered why the children 

need to spend time listening to 

what they are going to learn 

rather than just doing it? 

Mrs Sim says- it helps the 
children to understand what 
they are learning and how to be 
successful 

Great to have the chance to be 

‘hands on’ in the class, thanks 

Great to see a 

lesson in action. 

Good ideas to 

take away. 

Fabulous to 

see how well 

planned and 

executed the 

lesson was 

Good to see 

how the lesson 

was structured. 

It was fun and 

informative 

What well behaved 

children and fabulous 

teachers you have at 

Avoch! 

Great engagement with the children 

and an absolutely great lesson- full 

of fun! 

Coffee and cake? 



 

Excellent sessions. Nice to see 

what they are doing and how they 

interact with the class 

What a calm but 

productive lesson. 

Fab! 

Thank you for allowing and encouraging the 

parents to be so involved with the school 

The crèche 

gave me time 

to 

concentrate 

so thank you. 

Today was fun. Good 

communication in 

groups and across 

the whole class. 

thank you. 

A fantastic lesson- 

learned a lot about 

deforestation. 

Great 

encouragement, 

great teacher, 

brilliantly behaved 

kids. 

Thank 

you- 

enjoyed it! 
This joint learning 

experience is very 

useful. 

Not many schools would allow us 

parents in to watch teaching. Thank 

you. It was a pleasure. 

Excellent 

lesson. really 

engaged. 

.I cannot thank the 

school enough for the 

great learning 

experience you are 

giving my children. 

Amazing to see the children in a 

learning environment and ‘under 

control!’ 

I had a really great time in P1. 

The teacher is excellent.  

lovely to have 

the opportunity 

to see the class 

in action . 

Brilliant teacher. 

It was lovely 

to be part of 

the lesson and 

to see my child 

in situ. 

 

Mrs Sim says, 

“Thank you for taking 
the time to come 
along to be part of 
the Avoch Learning 
experience” 

An excellent lesson. 

Good to see how well 

the children work 

together. 

Avoch teachers and children should 

be very proud of themselves. 

Loved it! 

Great to interact 

with the classes. 

Enjoyed the lesson 

I visited. 


