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Nursery Enrolment 

Have you a child who will be 

starting school in 2020, 21 or 

22? This week is nursery 

enrolment for children who 

are currently 2 years old (3 

by Easter 2020) or 3. 

Please pick up an enrolment 

pack from the school, even if 

you don’t plan for them to 

start until Easter 2020. 

Please note- Places are 

always in high demand across 

the Black Isle.   

Our vision is what we are all about and underpins everything we strive to do 
at Avoch.  

Our vision is to work in partnerships to nurture every pupil of 

Avoch Primary School and nursery to be Happy, Healthy and 

Achieving, now and in their future lives. 
 

Feb 2019 
Newsletter 7 

 

Events coming up (also see dates for the diary) 

 

School Bake sale- Friday 1st March 

 (If there is extra baking from the Beetle drive. 

 

~Tea and talk- Parents, carers and Grandparents come along for 

an informal group chat about school improvement at 9.15am on 

7th March 

 

~Information evening for newly enrolled for P1 pupils 7pm- on 

Thursday 7th March 

 

Pupil values (decided by the pupils themselves) 

Hardworking            Honest           Respectful             Kind 

 

OPEN DOORS INVITATION  March 21st/28th & April 4th  {note change of date from previous newsletters) 
You should have received a letter about this already asking if you plan to come to a session. Please ask the office 
for the letter if you did not get one. 
You are invited to come along to your child’s class for one session, and if you have more than one child, you should 

book a session per child. 

The teacher will teach a lesson under Reading for Information and the children will sit and work in pairs/trios. You 

will sit with your child and be part of the pair/trio. 

I am collating the returned slips this Friday and you will receive a note of which date. 

 

 Illness/Absence 

In addition to a wave if Chicken Pox, there has 

been a lot of sickness in the school recently, 

This is often the pattern at this time of year. 

However I do need you to consider other 
children and keep your child off for 48 hours 

after that last bout of sickness.  

We have children in the school who have 

underlying health conditions and this is 

impacting on them quite significantly. 

Thank you for your support in this matter. 

Welcome- A very warm welcome to our new pupils- Danny, Amelia and Brianna. 

We will shortly welcome our new Depute Head  

Teacher, Miss Clark, (pictured) who is joining us at  

the beginning of April. We wish both her and the  

new pupils happy times at Avoch. Thank you to  

members of the Parent Council who were on the  

interview panel. Your input was much appreciated. 

 

next session- 39 pupils have enrolled for P1 and we  

forward to working with them and their parents 

through the transition programme. Let us know if you did not get the information 

which was given out at the info session and was also sent by email to those who 

could not attend. 

 

mailto:avoch.primary@highland.gov.uk
http://www.avochschool.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Avoch-Primary-School-878959445555012


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for the diary (new/ changes in bold) 

28th Family Beetle Drive 6.30pm 

March  

1st- stay, play & learn in nursery 

1st school bake sale  

1st  STEM 4 (new date) 

4th NO after school football(for 4 weeks)  

4th Parent Council 6.30pm 

6th x country competition 

7th    tea and talk-9.15am.(see previous page) 

7th Information session for parents of P1 

who have enrolled for school in Aug 2019 7pm 

13th    Kodaly music restarts for all P3 

14th   Mini Bridge competition for all P6 

14th sharing assembly P4/3 class parents & 
Grandparents welcome at 2.30pm 

15th Joint red nose day & world book day 

15th P3,P4/3,P4 – learning about composting 

19th P2 getting buddy training  

21st sharing assembly P3 class parents & 
Grandparents welcome at 2.30pm 
21st community café- oragnised by our 

garden Gnomes (P1 and P6 classes) see info on 

left 

21st (change of date) OPEN DOORS begins 

9.15am (a chance to learn alongside your child) 

wb 25th  Big pedal- cycling to school (if poss) 

wb 25th   Book Fair at school (see left) 

26th/28th  Parents evenings (letters gone out) 

27th Transition disco for P7/S1 at academy 

28th Open doors 2 

29th in school STEM challenge 5 (new date) 

29th casual day 

Sat/sun 30th/31st Hockey tournaments 

April  

1st New Depute HT starts 

1st after school football back 

3rd Mrs P Jack retirement begins 3.10pm! 

3rd Avochappella – showcase to parents 

3rd no P4/5 hockey after school 

5th stay and play nursery 

5th Visit to church  

5th Easter holiday begins 3.10pm 

23rd (Tuesday) school back  

26th STEM 6 

26th Casual day  

26th stay and play in nursery 

29th Last gymnastics (football outside) 

30th first N to P1 transition visit 

May 

1st girls’ football competition 

2nd nursery run bake sale 

2nd sharing assembly P3/2 class parents & 
Grandparents welcome at 2.30pm 
 

 

Library van 

Unfortunately the library van broke down a few months ago 

and they have not so far been able to fix it. It may not be 

back at Avoch this session. If you have any books at home 

belonging to the van, please just pop them into Fortrose 

Library. Thanks 

Red Nose Day/World Book day 

As these two national dates are close to each other, we have 

decided to combine them and celebrate them both on Friday 

15th March. 

Activities have been organised by the Pupil Council as follows 

Red Nose Day 

~red noses for sale all week £1.25  

~Wear red to school (suggested 50p donation)  

~Red Nose bake Sale –Donations most welcome  

World Book Day  

 Pupils to bring in their favourite book. 

 All classes will carry out activities related to their 

chosen books.  

 Orienteering for all– uppers will link the front cover 

to the author.  Infants will link the main character to the 

front cover.   

 All pupils will share favourite book with buddy 

class/peer.   

 Community Café  

After last year’s successful café, the Wee Gnomes (P2/1) and 

Big Gnomes (P6) are delighted to welcome you back to our 

community café. Our café doors will be open on Thursday 21st 

March from 11am until 12.15pm. We will be selling a variety 

of soup and fruit salad at our community café.  

This experience will provide the children with a wealth of 

learning opportunities and enterprise skills; preparing and 

handling food, creating menus, working as a  

team and learning about profit and loss.  

All money raised will go towards our  

garden project. We look forward to 

 seeing as many parents, grandparents  

and community members there. Keep a 

 look out in the next few weeks for our 

 posters in local businesses. 
 

 

 

book fair- week beginning 25th march 

As in previous years we are having a week long book fair which 

will coincide with parents’ evenings. The children will be able to 

purchase books during school time and at parents’ evenings.  

Although Scholastic gave good commission (in books for the 

library), this year I have decided to try The Book People as I 

know their books are at a more competitive price. I will send 

more information when I have it. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://resources.burtonandburton.com/images/catalog/7805436_l.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.burtonandburton.com/34in-pkg-garden-friends-garden-gnome-dz-7805436.aspx&docid=5O0MNcOH5VTPCM&tbnid=MadPNv7n8xFyZM:&vet=1&w=700&h=629&hl=EN&safe=active&bih=908&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwiBgYjtr9zgAhUGzhoKHTGbB9gQxiAoAXoECAEQFQ&iact=c&ictx=1
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i2.wp.com/www.caludoncastle.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/rnd-logo_open-graph_v2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.caludoncastle.co.uk/2017/03/letter-red-nose-day-2017/&docid=twmciRc2FFEp5M&tbnid=zlKI1IfCLyvvbM:&vet=1&w=1200&h=630&hl=EN&safe=active&bih=908&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwjExandtNzgAhUOJhoKHZi_AoYQxiAoAXoECAEQFQ&iact=c&ictx=1


 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Achievement~ ‘Achievement is a success you are proud of- you have tried your best and not given up’ definition 

written by pupil council       The following is just a small selection of recent pupil achievements 
super star writers- Cole B, Isla T, Damian M, Fergus M, Harry C, Olivia B, Emily B, Evan S, Iona M, Sophie F, Elouise   

Punctuation People- Cameron T, Cameron L, Cora Rose, Beth Kn, Connor A, Amelia B, Sol W, Chloe K, Ella C, Millie C, 

Ava G 

Magical maths- Eli M, Tommy M, Issac H, Noah G, Elliot C, Owen m, Saffron B, Lewis M, Kenneth M, Tegan U, Liam C 

Golden Pencil-Ava Goldie, Millie Conroy, Rory Maclean, Kate Knight, Beth Pond, Neve Lambert  

First Ministers Reading Challenge- A fantastic well done to both Jess Watters and Alfie Pile who have read 100 

books and have reached the moon! 

Fruity Friday- in the lead with the highest % of children bring fruit only, for snack on a Friday is  P4. 

 Badminton- well done to all the team with Liam Comfort, Kate Knight, Eva and Andrew M winning through to the 

Highland Finals- a great achievement. picture below 

Gymnastics- congratulations to Leah, Emily &  Lucy who have won through to the National finals. Picture below. Thank 

you to coaches Miss McPhee, Mrs Danby and Ms Mackay. 

Eco class- current winners are P4 

star class current winners are P3                                                cloakroom winners are P6 

Rotary Quiz- fantastic effort to the team who came 4th after a hard fought battle (picture below) 

From the golden Book- well done to Andrew P7 who helped another pupil who was injured cross country. He thought 

of others before himself and this should be commended.                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

oops we forgot you last time so here is your special photo Cody. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Council HOT SPOT 

If you would like to get in touch about matters 

which you feel are parent council matters as 

opposed to the school, please email 

avochprimarypc@gmail.com or put a comment on 

the school Facebook page. Next meeting is 4th 

March at 6.30pm. Everyone is most welcome.  

Agendas and minutes can be found on the school 

website at www.avochschool.wordpress.com       

 

If you have any concerns regarding your child’s education or well -being, please contact the class teacher in the first 
instance using the home/school diary. If you need to speak to the teacher directly please phone to make an 
appointment. The teacher is unable to speak with you after 9am and before 3.10pm as she/he will have a class in 
their care. If the matter is more pressing and you wish to speak with Miss Munro (Acting Depute Teacher), Miss 
Patience (Acting PT) or myself, please phone the office to make an appointment, 
Regards   Mrs L Sim (Head Teacher)   
 

Reminder               PHONE CALLS 

 

End of the day Further to the email sent home and the last 

newsletter, I strongly request that you ensure your child knows 

what they are doing at the end of the day, using their blue diary 

as a reminder. We cannot guarantee that an email or phone call 

at the end of the day will be picked up in time. 

Please do not phone simply to ask us to remind your child 

what they are doing.  

 

Absence- it is a requirement that all parents in Scotland get in 

touch with their school before 9.30am if their child is going to 

be absent. Please don’t wait for us to phone you looking for your 

child. 

 

appointments during the day- please use the blue diary to notify 

the teacher if your child has an appointment and needs to leave 

during the day. Older children are expected to show any 

messages to the teacher. 

Remember they need to book their lunch (and choice) the day 

before as all orders are in to the kitchen at 9.30am.  

 

After school clubs 

Further the end of day section above, I am sorry but staff will 

no longer be able to phone home when your child does not turn 

up at a club, except for those in P1-3. Please arrange with your 

P4-7 child what they should do if they go home by mistake. 

 

I am sure you will understand why I am making such requests 
and I hope you will support us in these measures. 
 

Fun with songs and rhymes at home- 

Have a look at this Free Bookbug app 

http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/bookbug/bookbug-

resources/bookbugs-songs-and-rhymes-app?  

 

MOMO 

Highland Digital officer has informed us that 

this ‘game’ has been doing the rounds over the 

past few weeks and says  

 

“This is a very unpleasant ‘game’ which is clearly 
upsetting for any child who stumbles upon this.  
In effect, the game is not an online game. The 
online part is that the dares are delivered or 
made using social media, usually WhatsApp, so 
that the challenges can come from anywhere in 
the world as each ‘player’ is encouraged to add 
someone new to the challenge list and so it goes 
on, similar to the old ‘chain letter’ game that 
was played many years ago. 
 
From a Highland point of view, we have added 
the term ‘Momo’ to the blacklist of phrases 
that are blocked on Chromebooks so children 
should not be able to access any info about 
Momo from their Chromebook device. However, 
as you will appreciate, it is about more about  
talking with your child & education around what 
a child should do if they stumble upon this.  
Fundamentally, as long as they do not continue 
the challenge by sending it to someone else, it 
should end with them. However, I fully 
appreciate that the perceived ‘threat’ may 
force them into feeling that they may need to 
continue the mail process.” 
 
This link might be of help: 
https://smartsocial.com/momo-challenge-
safety-guide/ 

Easter Service in Church 

On Friday 5th April, the whole school will take part in an 

Easter service at Avoch Church of Scotland. We already have 

permission from parents for children to be out and about in the 

local are so no separate permission letter will be sent. Children, 

who do not attend religious observance at the school, will not  

attend the church but will remain at school with an adult.  

Parents and Grandparents are most welcome to join the service 

at 11am. 

 

mailto:avochprimarypc@gmail.com
http://www.avochschool.wordpress.com/
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/bookbug/bookbug-resources/bookbugs-songs-and-rhymes-app
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/bookbug/bookbug-resources/bookbugs-songs-and-rhymes-app
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmartsocial.com%2Fmomo-challenge-safety-guide%2F&data=01%7C01%7CLorna.Sim%40highland.gov.uk%7C64526927020f4692f8cb08d69bef8f82%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0&sdata=P8LgP2VHtMS9w4KU1pmzZzmeL%2FeNVjm7d%2B1hUQiPeBA%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmartsocial.com%2Fmomo-challenge-safety-guide%2F&data=01%7C01%7CLorna.Sim%40highland.gov.uk%7C64526927020f4692f8cb08d69bef8f82%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0&sdata=P8LgP2VHtMS9w4KU1pmzZzmeL%2FeNVjm7d%2B1hUQiPeBA%3D&reserved=0

