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The Budget 

You will be aware that the Council is trying to find ways to reduce its spending. Schools have been asked to reduce 

day to day costs and to stop all non-urgent purchases. We are therefore reminding pupils about the need to look 

after school property eg pencils, library books. We are fortunate that our school fund, where we keep all the 

monies raised, is pretty healthy. As promised this money is only used for extras for the children such as trips etc 

so these will be able to continue. 

Unless a letter requires a signed permission, we will endeavour to send these by email. If you are not yet on our 

mailing list, please will you consider doing so? Thank you. 

Our vision is what we are all about and underpins everything we strive to do 
at Avoch.  

Our vision is to work in partnerships to nurture every pupil of 

Avoch Primary School and nursery to be Happy, Healthy and 

Achieving, now and in their future lives. 
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      OPEN AFTERNOON- - 

        Thursday 31st January 

Please join us for our Open afternoon on 

Thursday 31st January at 1.45pm-

2.45pm. It is an informal occasion where 

your child can show you their work and 

talk to you about their learning.  

The main focus of the open afternoon will 
be the opportunity to talk with your child 
about their learning. Grandparents are 

also most welcome.   
Please let us know via the home/school 
book if no-one is coming for your child 
and we will give them a buddy to share 
their work with. 
The following day, the whole school & 
nursery will have the chance to do a 
walkabout to visit other classrooms. 

Pupil values (decided by the pupils themselves) 

Hardworking            Honest           Respectful             Kind 

 

Next Years’ P7 residential trip 

You should have received a letter about this. If not, please ask. 

An info session takes place on Thursday 21st Feb at 7pm. Parents and P6 pupils should attend. 

Reminder-A deposit of £70 due is by 28t February 

 

 Chrome books  

As you will know from previous letters and the media, all pupils in 

Highland from P6 to S6 will be allocated a chrome book on a one to 

one basis. These will be used at both home and at school. This is a 

Scotland wide initiative led by the Scottish Government. P6 and P7 

will have received an agreement letter which needs to be filled in and 

signed after you and your child have talked about the expectations. 

We also ask that you provide a cover/case for them and we have 

some at school we can sell at cost price.  

Pupils in P1 & P2 have access in school to a tablet (1 between 5) and 

the same ratio applies to P3-5 who will have chrome books. 

 

Information evening for P5, P6 and P7 

I am sure that you have many questions about this. We therefore 

invite parents and pupils in P5, P6 and P7 to come along to the school 

next Thursday 1st February from 7-8pm. I have invited P5 too as 

they will receive their school/home chrome books in P6 in August so 

best be prepared. 

 

Welcome- A very warm welcome to our new pupils- Colette, Isla and Golden and to Lewis and Cameron, also to all the 

new nursery pupils and to Mrs Golden a new member of staff. We hope you enjoy your time at Avoch. Please just ask 

if there is anything you are unsure of. 

mailto:avoch.primary@highland.gov.uk
http://www.avochschool.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Avoch-Primary-School-878959445555012


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment and Seesaw 

As previously intimated, there will be an information 

session for parents about assessment and profiling. 

This will take place on Thursday 7th of February at 

7pm. 

There have been many developments in this both at 

school level and at a National level and the evening will 

hopefully help to clarify what we do and why. 

Seesaw- this is an online app that we plan to use to 

share information with you about your child’s learning 

and progress. Please come along to see it in action and 

to ask any questions you may have. 

REMINDER 

Enrolment to P1 week beginning 28th January. 

If your child will be 4 years old by February 28th 2019, 

you are invited to enrol them for primary 1. This year, the 

council is asking that you enrol online at  

www.highland.gov.uk/enrol.  

   

If you’re unable to enrol online, you can enroll in person at 

the school by requesting an enrolment pack from the 

school and bringing it completed at the times below. You 

will need to bring your child’s birth certificate and proof 

of address. Enrol in person on Tuesday 29th January 

between 8am-9am or 12noon-12.30pm OR Wednesday 30th 

January from 3.30pm-5pm. 

If your child has a January or February birthday, 
pleased discuss entry to P1 with the Head Teacher 
before enrolment week as we highly recommend they  
have a deferred year. 
If their birthday is between March and December, your 
child cannot be deferred.  
Enrolment to Nursery  week beginning 25th February 

For children born between March 1st 2015 and 28th 

February 2017 you should enrol online as above during the 

week beginning 25th February. If you are unable to do it 

online, please come with a completed pack (available on 

request from the school beforehand), birth certificate 

and proof of address between 9.30am-11.30am or 1.30-

3pm any day that week. 

 

Health Promotion In addition to having a Fruity 

Friday, a reminder that we encourage each child 

 to bring fruit for a ‘Fruity break’ on a Monday to 

Thursday. This takes place sometime during the 

 afternoon, when the children will down tools for 5 

minutes to have their fruit and or a drink of  

water. Having this sort of break has proven to help 

sustain their energy and focus for the  

remainder of the afternoon. Reminder- All pupils 

should have a water bottle in school every day  

Transition 

Nursery to P1-A full transition programme has been 

planned for those starting in P1 in August. You will receive 

a copy after your child is enrolled.  

P7-S1 Following on from the successful football and 

ceilidh events, the following has been arranged- 

1. Transition week at Fortrose will be wb 17th June. *Note- 

Avoch uniform to be worn. 

2, Parents info eve- 19th June at Fortrose 

3. A basketball tournament with all the children from the 

schools going into Fortrose Academy is 25th Feb 10am 

4. P7/S1 disco 7-9pm 27th March 

Top tips for pupils preparing for secondary school: 

Helping your child at home  

~Responsibility. How much do you still do for your child? 

Remembering PE kit/homework? Tidying up after them? At 

secondary they will be responsible for themselves- perhaps 

start now? 

~Resilience. Are they able to deal with life’s ups and downs 

themselves? Can you help them to build their resilience ? 

~Mental maths. Mental calculations are used in many 

subjects- Maths, Geography, Science, Technology, Home 

Economics etc Can you help them to be quicker & more 

accurate? 

 

 

More ‘Happenings’ in term 3 

~ Whole class photographs for Nursery, P1 and P7 are 

planned for 5th February where uniforms should be 

worn (P1 and P7). Nursery will have a photo taken in the 

morning and afternoon. 

 

~100 days at school 

A celebration will take place for P1  

on Wed 6th Feb.There with a fun  

filled day based around the number 

 100. Please do help your child to  

practice counting to 100. 

 

~Parent & child Maths drop in session 2-  

27th Feb from 3.15pm-4pm. this time we will look at 

multiplication & division. Please do pop along. 

 

~Beetle Drive family fun evening- save the date- 28th 

February- in aid of the school charity- Mary’s Meals. 

More info came in a letter from P5 who are leading the 

charity this year. 

 

~Tea and talk- Parents, carers and Grandparents 

come along for an informal group chat about school 

improvement at 9.15am on 7th March 

 

 

 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/enrol
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/61EInwIj%2BuL._SY355_.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.amazon.com/Balloon-Festival-Decorations-Balloons-Supplies/dp/B07FXFFP71&docid=XUtd7_kMkT9plM&tbnid=orp35EepP1KspM:&vet=1&w=355&h=355&bih=908&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwiHoZnnmIbgAhXF8uAKHfxRDhUQxiAoBnoECAEQGg&iact=c&ictx=1


 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for the diary (new/ changes in bold) 

25th All P4 to ballet at Eden Court 

28th wb Enrolment to P1  

31st stay, play & learn in nursery 

31st OPEN AFTERNOON (whole school) 

February 

1st Pupil walk-a–bout 

1st  Badminton for pool members only 

3rd Gymnastics competition (Sunday) 

4th safer internet week 

4th after school football returns 

4th Student teacher begins in P7 

5th class photographs- N, P1 & P7 ONLY 

6th P1 100 days in school celebration  

7th   Parent information eve-assessment 7pm 

8th/11th library van 

12th Rotary Quiz round 1 (team event) 

14th sharing assembly P5 class, parents & 
Grandparents welcome at 2.30pm 

14th Parent council run disco for pupils 

15th multi-cultural day  

18th & 19th school holiday 

20th   in-service (school closed to pupils) 

21st sharing assembly P4 class parents & 
grandparents  welcome at 2.30pm 

21st P6 pupils and parents info session re 

         Residential trip 7pm 

22nd STEM challenge 4 

23rd badminton competition (Sat) 

wb 25th Nursery enrolment 

25th P7 transition event- Basketball 

27th Maths drop in 2-multiplication/ division 

27th      dental checks P1 and P7 

28th bake sale nursery 

28th casual day 

28th Family Beetle Drive 7pm 

March  

1st- stay, play & learn in nursery 

7th  tea and talk-9.15am.(see previous page) 

7th Information session for parents of P1 

who will begin school in Aug 2019 7pm 

8th in school STEM challenge 5 

13th    Kodaly music restarts for all P3 

14th OPEN DOORS begins 9.15am (a chance 

to learn alongside your child). info will follow. 

14th   Mini Bridge competition for all P6 

14th sharing assembly P4/3 class parents & 
Grandparents welcome at 2.30pm 

15th Joint red nose day & world book day 

21st sharing assembly P3 class parents & 
Grandparents welcome at 2.30pm 
21st community café- oragnised by our 

garden Gnomes (P1 and P6 classes) info in next 

newsletter. 

 

 

Football- Infants 

A reminder that P1-3 are not permitted to bring regular 

footballs to school. The play area is too small and is a shared 

space with lots of children.  Lightweight plastic balls are 

acceptable. 

Parent Council HOT SPOT 

If you would like to get in touch about matters which you feel 

are parent council matters as opposed to the school, please email 

avochprimarypc@gmail.com or put a comment on the school 

Facebook page. Next meeting is 17th January at 6.30pm. 

Everyone is most welcome.  

The next pupil disco is on Thursday 14th February-  

N- P3 6.15- 7.30PM          P4-P7 7.45- 9.00PM 

£3 Entry fee (include packet of sweets) 

Water available but please bring water bottle if possible.  

Additional charge 

Glow stick bracelet 50p 

Glow stick necklace £1  

Face paint 50p 

New procedure- all children must be signed in and out 

by an adult 
 

How can I help my child at home? 

Internet safety  

We do teach internet safety at school but as the risks children 

are taking online are increasing, it is very important that parents 

are proactive in knowing what their children are doing when they 

are on the computer or phone. Parents also need to regularly talk 

to their child about internet safety. 

Our Internet Safety Week is wb 5th February. All classes will 

take part and their lesson will be age appropriate. We will be 

talking to the children under these three titles- common 

courtesy, common decency and common sense and will use the 

thinkuknow website which is a free evidenced based cyber safety 

program that provides accessible cyber safety education to 

parents, carers and teachers.  
Please talk to your child about what they learn and visit 

www.thinkuknow.com  
You can find a copy of the school online safety policy on the 

school website www.avochschool.wordpress.com under ‘policies’  

Another copy has been attached to the back of this newsletter 
 

Hockey 

Indoor hockey can only be played on the wooden floor if hockey 

sticks are wearing a sock! We have a small supply of old socks but 

need a lot more. Please add one to your child’ own stick (with 

elastic band) or donate some (clean ones!) to the general box 

 we have for schools sticks. Thank you. 

Mouth Guards These are available to purchase 

from the school office for £2. Highly 

 recommended for outdoor hockey 
 

mailto:avochprimarypc@gmail.com
http://www.thinkuknow.com/
http://www.avochschool.wordpress.com/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://www.avantgardenshop.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/firefly-kd.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.avantgardenshop.com/product/solmate-socks-kids-firefly/&docid=zGg8FHhzD0uGRM&tbnid=u1daXFVRzUh4EM:&vet=1&w=500&h=364&bih=908&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwjTo-aJnYbgAhWQmbQKHYtXCqwQxiAoAXoECAEQFQ&iact=c&ictx=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Achievement~ ‘Achievement is a success you are proud of- you have tried your best and not given up’ definition 

written by pupil council       The following is just a small selection of recent pupil achievements 
super star writers-Dexter Hallam, Owen grant, Rhona Rankine, Jamie Lambie, Cora Comisso, Aaran Ferrier, Bea 

MacRae, Lucy Duggan, Ella Charlton, Catherine Lipp, Freya Campbell  

Punctuation People- Michael Boyle, Cody Young, Jude Dingwall, Campbell MacPherson, Euan Stuart, Eloise Robertson, 

Farah Pringle, Amy Crockett, Charlie Thompson, Lucy Knight, Eva Lawson, Rosie Hasson 

Magical maths- Kiaren Doherty, Katie bell, Lewis MacLeod, Liv Smith, Siobhan McNeil, Helena Beigley, Keiran Reid, 

Charlie Thomson, Kai Keith, Artur Kowalik, Andrew McMichael 

Golden Pencil-Cameron Thompson and Iona Lambie 

Times Tables Champions-Elouise Walker, Dougal McGerty, Jamie Smith, Chloe Smith 

Eco achievement- well done to the whole school and in particular the Eco team and Miss 

 Munro and Mrs Thomson for helping us to gain our second Eco Flag. This is a great achievement. 

 You can help us to maintain this award by trying to be as Eco friendly as possible eg re-usable boxes & 

 bottles in packed lunch and at snack; training your child to switch off devices when not in use and 

 to switch off lights when last out of a room. We encourage this responsible use of resources at  

school too. 

                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Punctuation People                                                                                 Maths Champions 
            ( 1 absent)                                                                                                     (3 absent) 

 

 

 

 

               Eco Team  

Holidays 

Please endeavor to take holidays out with school term time. You may not feel it affects your child’s education if they 

are absent, but all research shows that there is in fact a significant impact, especially in subjects such as maths and 

science. A new concept such as dividing fractions cannot be successful understood as a quick catch up. The impact 

will often not be apparent until later in their schooling, but can have a negative bearing on them reaching their 

potential. 

It is unreasonable to ask for teachers to prepare and or mark work for a child going on holiday and Highland Council 

policy is only to do so if a child is ill. 

I ask that you consider this when planning your holidays. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fstjohnsarklow.ie%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F02%2Fgreen_flag_animated.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fstjohnsarklow.ie%2F%3Fp%3D1145&docid=GWL019uBQRF2JM&tbnid=QTlsyjzr3ZzNhM%3A&vet=1&w=181&h=197&bih=908&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwi29rPvtobgAhX7A2MBHZd6C10QxiAoAnoECAEQFg&iact=c&ictx=1
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fstjohnsarklow.ie%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F02%2Fgreen_flag_animated.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fstjohnsarklow.ie%2F%3Fp%3D1145&docid=GWL019uBQRF2JM&tbnid=QTlsyjzr3ZzNhM%3A&vet=1&w=181&h=197&bih=908&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwi29rPvtobgAhX7A2MBHZd6C10QxiAoAnoECAEQFg&iact=c&ictx=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            

 

 

 

If you have any concerns regarding your child’s education or well -being, please contact the class teacher in the first 
instance using the home/school diary. If you need to speak to the teacher directly please phone to make an 
appointment. The teacher is unable to speak with you after 9am and before 3.10pm as she/he will have a class in 
their care. 
If the matter is more pressing and you wish to speak with Miss Munro (Acting Depute Teacher), Miss Patience 
(Acting PT) or myself, please phone the office to make an appointment, 
Regards   Mrs L Sim (Head Teacher)  
 

staffing- To keep you up to date, the interviews for the post of Depute Head Teacher are on the 7th/ 8th  Feb. 

In the meantime, thank you to both Miss Munro and Miss Patience who are doing a great job in their acting roles. 

Retirement- Mrs Jack will be retiring at Easter. She will be a great loss to the school and has shoes that will be 

hard to fill. We wish her all the very best. 

 

Sledges 

For safety reasons, pupils are only 

permitted to sledge at school when there 

is a good covering of snow. Please don’t 

send them to school with a sledge if it is 

only a dusting or icy. Please also ensure 

they are collected every day as we cannot 

store them. 

Charity- Mary’s Meals 

Have you any old backpacks at home? P5 

desperately need these to help with their 

charity project- Mary’s Meals. They are 

making up bags to send to Africa for 

children who may not even have a pencil and 

therefore struggle to attend school. 

Currently they only have a few bags so any 

empty ones would be appreciated. 

 

~P5 are raising money to buying some of 

the contents of the bags at the Family’s 

Beetle Drive on 28th February. Please 

come along and support us and have fun at 

the same time. (letter has gone home) 

 
Donations of any of the following 
contents are also most welcome (for age 
4-12)- small balls, flip-flops, soap, 

toothbrush, toothpaste, spoons, towel, 

pencil case, sharpener, ruler, notepads, 

pens, crayons, t-shirts, shorts, dresses, 

rubber. Almost of these items do not need 

to be new- just clean!  

 

PHONE CALLS 

As our school numbers have increased- we now have 326- the 

impact on the clericals continues to be significant. 

forgotten items  I have therefore made a decision that we will no 

longer phone home if a child has forgotten a PE kit, musical 

instrument etc. We will provide a school dinner to any who forget 

their packed lunch, but of course this will need to be paid for (P4-

7) the next day. 

End of the day Further to the email sent home last week, I 

strongly request that you ensure your child knows what they are 

doing at the end of the day, using their blue diary as a reminder. 

We cannot guarantee that an email or phone call at the end of the 

day will be picked up in time. 

Absence- it is a requirement that all parents in Scotland get in 

touch with their school before 9.30am if their child is going to be 

absent. Please don’t wait for us to phone you looking for your child. 

appointments during the day- please use the blue diary to notify 

the teacher if your child has an appointment and needs to leave 

during the day. Older children are expected to show any messages 

to the teacher. 

I am sure you will understand why I am making such requests and I 
hope you will support us in these measures. 
 

 

Day of Culture 

 

 

 

On Friday 15th February the whole school will be taking part in a 

variety of activities learning about & celebrating other cultures and 

countries, including Chinese New Year. Pupils and staff whose 

background is not originally British will be asked to share 

information.  

If you are a parent or grandparent who would be willing to 

share your culture with us, we would be delighted to invite you 

into your child’s class on that day. We know we have families 

from a wide variety of countries eg Poland, France, Spain, 

America, Canada, Pakistan etc. Please let us know via the blue 

diary or by email. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://vignette.wikia.nocookie.net/clubpenguin/images/9/9e/Snowman.PNG/revision/20140411234511&imgrefurl=http://clubpenguin.wikia.com/wiki/File:Snowman.PNG&docid=awhv_GxElAb9tM&tbnid=q68e1z02aCvhZM:&vet=1&w=588&h=588&bih=908&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwj83KKNqIbgAhVMI1AKHSZdC8AQxiAoAXoECAEQFQ&iact=c&ictx=1
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d5/Dragon_from_China_Qing_Dynasty_Flag_1889.svg&imgrefurl=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Dragon_from_China_Qing_Dynasty_Flag_1889.svg&docid=Y8GW5tB0dPtQqM&tbnid=kbAXmNRzQHQTLM:&vet=1&w=670&h=439&safe=active&bih=908&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwiFta6E-IbgAhVI3aQKHelFCEIQxiAoAnoECAEQFg&iact=c&ictx=1

