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Sunshine Over Avoch  

As part of our continuing work on improving the social and 

emotional wellbeing of the pupils, we are introducing our 

new ‘Sunshine Over Avoch’ Logo. This brings together the 

wellbeing indicators that the children began to use last 

session. They not only apply to themselves but how they 

should treat others eg having respect for themselves and 

treating all others with respect. 

The sun fits in perfectly with our school vision (above) 

and health and well-being lessons will be based around it. 

Home/school partnership- Soon you will receive a fridge 

magnet of the logo and we hope you will find it useful in 

discussion with your child. Look out for the logo around 

the school.  

 

 

 

. 

Our vision is what we are all about and underpins everything we strive to do at Avoch.  

Our vision is to work in partnerships to nurture every pupil of Avoch Primary 

School and nursery to be Happy, Healthy and Achieving, now and in their future 

lives. 
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ICT update 

You may be aware that the Scottish Government announced a wee while back that senior pupils should receive a one 

to one device to be used in school and at home. Highland council decided on chrome books. The Black Isle schools 

were in the final phase (2019-20), however we have just learned that this has now been brought forward and we 

will get them sometime this session. 

At the moment the capability of the school network is being worked on to allow these to work.  

The P1-5 classes will receive a chrome book per 5 children and these will all remain at school. P6 and P7 will receive 

one each which need to be brought to school (charged) every day but kept at home. These chrome books will go 

with them to the Academy and they will be used throughout their time there too, so obviously they will need to be 

looked after really carefully. Other schools have asked parents to provide a robust cover for them & we probably 

will do so too.When we are ready to send them home, you will be invited to a meeting, possibly with the Academy, 

to talk about the finer details such as online security and what happens if they get broken etc- answers I do not 

yet have. Currently, we plan to send them home in term 4, with hopefully the meeting in term 3. 

Rest assured, the pupils will continue to have the same active learning at Avoch-  

the chrome books will simply be another tool we can use. Two years ago we 

secured a grant for Chrome books so the children are used to using the 10  

we already have. I will keep you updated with progress as we go along.  

Tablets 

We bought class tablets to be used to capture learning. These were purchased as part of our priority to find new 

and innovative ways to share learning with parents. We plan to use a platform called Seesaw, which allows only you 

to see and comment on your child’s work. Again you will be kept fully involved with this as we roll it out, hopefully in 

term 3. 

 

See final page for our Pupil version of our School Improvement Priorities 

Pupil values 

Hardworking 

Honest 

Respectful 

Kind 
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Quality Assurance visit 

 A reminder that the school and nursery will have a 3-day Quality Assurance visit from 3rd-5th October. Parents 

will receive a summary of the report which will highlight key strengths and suggested next steps. 

As you can imagine, during this time, Mrs Dinwoodie and I may not be able to reply to your emails or phone calls 

immediately, but we will endeavor to do so as soon as we can. 

School Improvement 1- Learners’ journey 

Introducing Learning Lizzy and Successful Sid! 
These two characters help the children from 

Nursery up to P3 to understand what they are 

learning and how they know what they need to do to 

be successful.  

How we spend school funds (from fundraising)- 

The following are just a selection of recent ways in 
which we have used our school funds 
Swimming- we part fund the costs of P4 swimming 

lessons. 

Singing Kettle- The iconic Artie came to Avoch to 

entertain the nursery, P1 and P2, although I think the 

staff and parents enjoyed reminiscing just as much. 

Meet the author- All P5 went on a trip to join in with 

the Author of the Mr Gum books, Andy Stanton at a 

workshop. 

Panto comes to Avoch- I have arranged for a panto 

company to entertain P1-P7 with Peter Pan. 

Visit to the ballet- Each year all of P4 are taken to 

Eden Court to experience a ballet. this year’s wee 

ballet is Cinderella. 

STEM (Science , technology, engineering and maths)- 

we use a little to help fund our monthly STEM 

challenges 

Little Dribblers- Ross County will be doing 4 weeks of 

football wit nursery 

Take one action- As part of learning about children’s 

rights, the P6/5 class are going to Eden Court to take 

part in a school film workshop. 

Thank you to Mrs Faulke, Ms Webster & Miss McCallum for taking the P7 on their recent residential trip. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT~ how do we drive improvements forward? 

The teachers and Early Years workers meet weekly after school to work on our priorities in order to continually 

take our school forward. In addition to this, and on-going team learning meetings, we have 5 planned days called 

INSET when the staff are in school, whilst the children have an extra holiday. So what do we do? 

August 20th-  

12 new staff were introduced and inducted; we re-visited policies & procedures such as Child Protection, Fire 

Evacuation, Care & Welfare. Support staff received Sensory training whilst the teachers looked at learning across 

the curriculum, homework and how to maintain our high expectations.  

September 17th & 18th –  

4 teachers received their 1st day training of BSL; PSAs were at training ‘Building positive relationships’ and some 

attended Autism training too;  

Teachers and nursery staff worked in their 3 main working groups- HWB, Maths and Literacy. Groups also worked 

on improving imaginative play in infants/nursery, home/school learning bags and problem solving in Maths and 

through outdoor learning. 

Teachers moderated samples of pupil writing, looked more closely at the teaching of spelling and updated the 

tracking of learning for each pupil. 

Finally we spent an afternoon looking at key assessments and how we share learning with parents. 

I hope this gives you an insight into what goes on during these very busy & productive days.  
 

 

 

Learning Lizzy 

Successful Sid 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Mile & All Weather Policy 

I appreciate that a number of parents would like to see the’ Daily 

Mile’ at the school and this has been discussed at great length  

amongst the staff, with the pupils & at parent council. 

Taking on board everything that has been raised, both the positives 

and concerns, and that the children voted overwhelmingly against 

it, the management team have made the decision that this will not 

be introduced at Avoch school this session. 

This of course does not mean the children will be idle. Apart from 

regular PE, outdoor learning and lots of additional activities such as 

the skip-a-thon, we have a unique all weather policy, where children 

are outside at all breaks, no matter the weather.  

This has been proven to improve health and wellbeing, help build 

resilience and teach them social skills such as how to compromise.  

Please therefore ensure that they have suitable wet weather 

clothing (including hoods) at school every day and that they are 

able to fasten them independently.  

Interestingly, Education Scotland recently wrote that children only 
spend 15% of their waking hours at school so perhaps using some of 
the 85% with family walking along the beach etc is more fun? 

Money wekk and Global learning 

The recent money week really helped the children understand 

money in real life contexts. Please help your child to build these 

skills through everyday experiences such as helping with shopping. 

 

The World’s biggest lesson- GLOBAL LEARNING  

The whole school took part in this on Monday where they learned 

about the United Nations 3 global goals – to fight Global Inequality; 

end extreme poverty & respect our planet.  Have a look at  

www.worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/ 

The children discussed what each of us can actively do to make a 

difference.  

These lessons help the children to understand why each class works 

on a different global citizenship project each year; how they can 

influence others and the long term benefits of each of us taking 

action have had and will continue to have. 

 

   

 

Dates for the diary (new/ changes in bold) 

September  

27th  STEM talk – all P6 & 7 

27th Police visit- P1 & P2/1 classes 

27th Feis Rois tin whistles continue for  

            all P5 

28th  STEM challenge 1 

28th casual day 

28th stay, Play & learn in nursery 

29th P1-3 Saturday football club 10am at 

Avoch football pitch 

October 

wb 1st SKIP-A-THON 

2nd Last P4 swimming 

2nd SSPCA talks P1-7 

3rd Safe Highlanders  event P7 

3rd- 5th QA visit 

4th       National poetry day 

8th Transition event at Academy P7  

8th    last afterschool football until Feb 

9th Nursery to the beach 

10th Maths drop in 1 (3.20-4.20pm) 

11th Parent council run disco (eve) 

12th  Library van (all dates changed) 

12th NO casual day 

12th  school close for holidays 3.10pm 

29th pupils/staff back 

30th environmental speaker to P4/3 

31st Avochappella begins (full) 3.10pm 

31st P4/5 hockey begins 3.10pm 

November 

1st Little dribblers begins in nursery 

2nd & 5th  Library van 

5th stay, play and learn in nursery 

6th  Teachers from France at Avoch 

        (3 days) 

wb 5th   Tomorrow’s engineers week 

7th Outdoor adventure club for P1-3 

             begins (after school) 

8th Sharing assembly P7 at 2.30pm 

           (parents/grandparents invited) 

9th   STEM Challenge 2 (date change) 

9th Older children remember end of 

        WW1 

12th  whole school Panto am 

12th Parent Council meet 6.30pm (change) 

15th  Read write count parent info eve 

20th/22nd  Parents evenings 

21st Flu immunization (whole school) 

22nd sharing assembly P6 

23rd wear something bright casual day 

(road safety) 

23rd/26th Library van (date change) 

 
 

    

Parents (and Grandparents) as Partners 

Look out for a wee booklet coming home which outlines what we do 

to strengthen this very important partnership. Strong 

partnerships help your child to learn both at school and at home. 

As always if any parent or grandparent has some free time on 
their hands and would like to help out in class, golden time or 
lunch/after school clubs, please do get in touch. We would love to 
have you.  
CALLING ALL ENGINEERS 

As you will be aware we really try to give children lots of 

experiences of engineering eg the older closes will soon be working 

on their Young Engineer Award. In addition, this year we are 

having a whole school ‘Tomorrow’s Engineers Week’. If you have 

any free time during the 5th-9th November and would be willing to 

talk to your child’s class or another class about your job, PLEASE 

let me know.  

http://www.worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Achievements  Achievement – definition by pupil council “ Achievement is a success you are proud of. You have 

tried your best and not given up”  
Fruity Friday- In the lead with highest % of children having fruit for snack time are the P3/2 and P2 classes  

Times tables house challenge Aspen – 1, beech- 4,  Elm- 3    walnut-2 

Competition winner- congratulations to Eden Young-Anderson who was one of the winners in the Lifeboat birthday 

card competition 

Magic Maths- P1 Ricky,  P2/1 Flynn,  P2 Lexie S,  P3/2 Oscar, P3 Jamie D,  P4/3 Oliver,  P4 Kaleb,  P5 Fraser H,  

P6/5 Maddison,  P6 Seoras,  P7 Elouise 

Perfect punctuation people- P1 Moya, P2/1  Ruben P, P2 Oliver S,  P3/2 Freya H,  P3 Malachy,  P4/3 Helena,  P4 Chloe 

M,  P5 Lucy D,  P6/5, Dougal,  P6 Sophie,  P7 Kathryn 

superstar writers (for story Eriting) P1 Joanna,   P2/1 Katie B,  P2 Jess,  P3/2 Beth,  P3  Katie R, P4/3 Seamus,  P4 

Dennis, P5 Halle,  P6/5 Lucy,  P6 Eleanor,  P7 Kate K 

Golden pencil (for handwriting) Eva Ryan, Izzie Fox, Kathryn Johnstone, Katie Rutter, Finlay Stewart, Eva Lawson 

Spelling- well done to those who received their next spelling award 

Start class of the week- P5              Cleaners’ award for tidiest classroom- P5   Cloakroom Award- P7 

House points so far- Beech-701     Aspen-731       Elm-701          Walnut- 780 

 

 

From the golden book- (written by pupils themselves, parents or staff) 

‘I helped 2 scouts to get to America by selling Crips and I helped by mum’s friend with her baby. In piano I got a 
distinction in my exam’ Eva Ryan  

 

Breakfast and Dolphins after school clubs 

Congratulations to Miss Forrest (in charge), Miss Reid and to our new auxiliary, Mrs Jack, who starts on 8th 

September, all of whom were successful at interview. Thank you very much to Mrs Elrick who kindly stepped in to 

help out over the past few weeks- this was very much appreciated. 

A reminder- Before your child can start for the first time, you must register and complete a bank direct debit. 

Forms can be collected from the school office. Once we receive them, we send them off to be processed which takes 

a couple of days. Only then can you get a place. You can also book using childcare vouchers.  

You will receive a form to choose when you want your child to come for the following month.  

If you wish to amend any booking you must give the school 48 hours notice or you will be charged. You must use an 

amendment sheet found in your pack but please ask for more if you run out. You can book any extra session, also with 

48 hours notice. You will pay monthly in arrears 

.Breakfast club runs from 8.10am- 9.10am and cost is £4.40 The children should 

 line up at the outside Hall door no earlier than 8.10am as your child is under your 

 care until Staff arrive at 8.10am. The children will be offered a cereal and toast 

 breakfast. 

Dolphins after school club runs from 3.10pm-5.55pm (or before) and costs £11.66 

Your child can be collected anytime, but no later than 5.55pm from the side door leading into the GP room. (not the 

main entrance of the school) Please ring the doorbell there when you arrive. 

Apologies but there is still a delay in getting a direct phone line to the GP room so just phone the office until we do. 

 

 

 

Payment for School Lunches The catering service at the school is moving towards using a cashless system. I will 

keep you up to date with developments. Just before the October holidays, the new autumn/winter will be made 

available. 

 

NEW Bus pick up  
From Monday 1st October, there will be a change to the drop off 

and pick up point for the top stop on Ness Road. This will now be 

at Ross Crescent where there is a shelter. 

The bottom Ness Road pick up will still remain. 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://media.giphy.com/media/5Xr10VuaVUNYA/giphy.gif&imgrefurl=https://giphy.com/stickers/bus-5Xr10VuaVUNYA&docid=cf30ENGEPXxoFM&tbnid=ix0p3Ij92D3zAM:&vet=1&w=280&h=200&bih=908&biw=1280&ved=2ahUKEwiBx7b3wdjdAhUhuaQKHbOEAoYQxiAoBnoECAEQFw&iact=c&ictx=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         

                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Council 

Watch out for the Parent Council Newsletter, due out in the next couple of weeks!  In the meantime, if you would 

like to get in touch about anything please email avochprimarypc@gmail.com or put a comment on the school Facebook 

page. Next meeting is  12th November at 6.30pm. all welcome 

DISCO - Join us for some fun, games & dance!!           Thursday 11th October 

Nursery - P3: 6.15-7.30PM    P4 – P7: 7.45 – 9PM 

Entry £3 (includes a packet of sweets)   Please bring a water bottle 

(Please contact the parent council if you can help on the night) 
CHRISTMAS FAYRE  

Once again the Parent Council will be running a jar stall and so we would be grateful if you could start collecting and 

filling a few jars over the coming weeks, ready for the Christmas Fayre on 7th December. You can fill the jars with 
sweets, small toys, crayons, pencils, paper clips, - anything you can think of. 

 

 

School uniform  

Please can I ask again that children do not wear hoodies to school. The teachers are becoming exasperated, telling 

the few who do wear them, to take their hoods down in class, as they find it distracting to the child and those 

around them. 

Children who do not have a school jumper to wear will be given a pre-loved one as our pupils are proud to have a 

100% uniform goal. (We are sitting at 98%). Jeans are not part of uniform nor is black. Thank you for your 

continued support in this matter.  

Recycling 

The school and parent council work together to recycle uniform. Please bag clean, undamaged uniform and hand it in 

to the school for collection by the parent council who will sort it. Please do take advantage of this service as it is 

free. Contact the parent council  on facebook or via the email link below. 

Alternatively, if you prefer, contact the school as we keep a few pre-loved items in stock. If possible, we will 

arrange a drop off collection at parents’ nights too. 

PE kits 

Whilst children can wear any shorts and t-shirts for PE (except football tops), you might want to make use of our 

new service- Plain navy shorts and a plain t-shirt in your child’s house colour. See attached slip for prices and how to 

order. 

Nursery- Nursery children are encouraged to wear the school’s nursery sweatshirt, which is a lovely red colour. 

They are hardwearing, a safe material and warm for the periods when the door is open to allow free access in and 

out of the outdoor area.  These are available to purchase through the school office or nursery.  

 
Help for School clothing To apply or to find out if you are eligible , go to http://ow.ly/8NkC30lnMP1 

Retirement- The children and staff bid a fond farewell to Mr Sutherland, one of our school ministers, who has 

earned a well-deserved retirement. The whole school community wished him health and happiness. 

Football Hard footballs are not permitted for P1-3 as 

their space is too small for anything but a soft plastic 

football. 

P4-7- balls which get water laden are not permitted. 

Please also remind your child that playtime football can 

cause minor bumps so a wee bit resilience is required if 

they choose to play. 

 

Thank you to one of our parents, Mr.  Munro for 

erecting the new football posts which parent council 

kindly purchased.  

The Memory Tree 

We were delighted that we were successful in our 

bid to The Raddery Trust to plant a new tree at the 

front of the school. There will be seating around it,  

where children can go to  

remember anything or  

anyone they have lost,  

either through bereavement  

or separation, or indeed to 

 just have a space to sit and 

 think. 
 

mailto:avochprimarypc@gmail.com
http://ow.ly/8NkC30lnMP1%201
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If you have any concerns regarding your child’s education or well -being, please contact the class teacher in the first 
instance using the home/school diary. If you need to speak to the teacher directly please phone to make an 
appointment. The teacher is unable to speak with you after 9am and before 3.10pm as she/he will have a class in 
their care. 
If the matter is more pressing and you wish to speak with Miss Munro ( Principal Teacher), Mrs Dinwoodie (Depute 
Head) or myself, please phone the office to make an appointment, 
Regards 
Mrs L Sim (Head Teacher) 
 
 
 

Helping your child at home   

This month’s recommended website for babies, nursery to P2  is www.scottishbooktrust.com/songsandrhymess   

 

IT’S HERE ! 
 

 

 

Next week is our annual sponsored event and 

it’s been impressive to see just how many 

children are skipping at break times and how 

many can now skip. Not only does it promote 

health, and in particular stamina, it will be our 

main event this year to raise funds for extra 

activities for the children such as music, arts 

and sport (see left) and it is great fun. 

All children will take part but of course it is 

entirely up to yourself if you chose not to 

sponsor them. After they have completed their 

session, you will receive a note to say how well 

they did and a request for any monies to be 

brought to school. Thank you. 

 

Staff Changes 

Congratulations to Mrs B MacDonald who was successful at 

interview for the Early Years Worker post in the nursery. She 

will be in the nursery in the afternoon with Miss MacKay moving 

to the morning sessions. 

In addition, Mrs Downie has announced she will be leaving her 

post in the nursery for a job offering more hours, so another 

EYP post will be advertised soon. We wish Mrs Downie all the 

best in her new job. 

 

Also leaving….. 

I am sorry to inform you that Ms C Linder, our permanent supply 

teacher, will be leaving us shortly. Sadly her post has been 

deleted in the council’s budget savings.  

 

Mrs Dinwoodie 

Congratulations to Mrs Dinwoodie who was successful at 

interview and will now be the new Head Teacher at Cromarty 

Primary School.  

Mrs Dinwoodie has truly done amazing things for the children at 

Avoch primary and Nursery. She has been a tremendous support 

for all the staff, myself included, and has taken on the HT post 

admirably during my long absence last year. 

However now is the time for her to lead her own school- our loss 

is certainly Cromarty’s gain and we wish her every success. It is 

expected that she will leave sometime in November. 

Sponsored SKIP-A-THON 

Playground Project 1 

The wee gnomes, the Big gnomes, Miss Munro and Mrs Thomson the Jannie  

are continuing to work on the new sensory garden. Funding was sought from  

Food for Thought, and we are now ready at last to install the outdoor musical 

instruments which were bought  couple of years ago from our Tesco grant.  

The wood around the planters now needs replaced so if any parent has some  

spare wood or time to help build them that would be most appreciated. 

 

 

Playground Project 2 

The pupil Council has been working with the parent council as they plan the new outdoor play equipment from monies 

they raised over the past few years, look out for the Parent Council newsletter coming soon. 
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